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TO THE 


FAIR READER. 


MADAM, 

V Ou are probably one of thoſe 

exalted beings, who, not 

content with ſubduing mankind 
by the brilliancy of your eyes, and 
other female attractions, are for en- 
countering us at our own weapons, OO 
of profound erudition and univerſal | 
reading. You are therefore en- 


gaged, 


i DEDICATION, 
gaged, perhaps, in ſome metaphy- 


fical diſquiſition on matter and ſpi- 
rit ; you are drudging through 
Rapin's, or more agreeably ranging 
through Hume's, Robertſon's, or 
Gibbon's | amuſing hiſtories; or, 
perhaps, harrowing up your ſoul 
with the ſavage manners or bloody 
tranſactions of Kamſchatka or Ka- 
ra-kakoo.— If you are thus /earned- 
ly employed, go on and proſper !— 
I bow at an awful diſtance; I re- 
ſpe, I reverence, I admire you! 
But you are not the object of this. | 
addreſs. 

Yet ſhould you, * all, 3 
A a lady in the ſtyle of my amiable 
friends 
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friends Mrs. O— n, or Mrs. 
L. 8, who nurſe their own chil- 
dren, and teach them their cate- 


chiſm; or play at Pope Joan with 
the curate's wife and daughters; 


or ſometimes read a novel, theſe 
long winter evenings, in the coun- 


try in ſhort, if you read merely 
for amuſement, as the Author 


Vote the following narrative *, 


„The Author has called it “ An Eu- 
 BELLISHED/NARRATIYB;*” not vauntings 
ly (as the reader will believe, for it is 
a very ſimple one) but merely as diſ- 
guiſing real facts. He would have called 
it“ The SVR Ac, but. was afraid 

ſuch a paradox in the title-page might 


have . the reader We his 
Work. . 
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when bad eyes, and various other 
circumſtances, rendered him unfit 
for more important ſtudies; - you 
will here find a light, harmleſs 
evening's repaſt, which I would 


humbly: hope might keep you 
awake till your uſual hour of go- 
ing to reſt. But ſhould it lull you, 
prematurely, into an ambroſial 


flumber, do not grudge your ſix- 
pence at the circulating library,. 
nor abuſe the author on that ac- 
count 3 ; for, next to a ſtate of po- 
fitive pleaſure, the. ſweet oblivion. 
of the cares and pains of human 
life 1 1s 07 a conſummation devoutiy 

| | to be wiſhed ; ” nay, the very ſums. 

| mit of human felicity. 
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Anecdotes of the Golden Vale. 
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N that delightful ſeaſon of the year, 
= when the Sun began to penetrate 
the eternal fogs which, all the winter, 
| ſurround. the Metro polis, and to gild, 
each morning, with its enlivening rays 
the garrets of the Strand when the 
ſtreets were crowded with fair nymphs, 


Vol. I. B clad 


„ EVUGCENLTE'S. 
clad in all the colours of the ſpring, 


and every court and alley reſounded 


with the melodious cries of mackrel 
and pickled ſalmon—in a fine morn- 
ing, towards the end of laſt May, as I 
was reading the papers, and regaling 


myſelf with ſome green tea, at the 


Somerſet Coffee-houſe, I was joined 
by an old ſchool-fellow from one of 
the midland counties, whom I had not 
ſeen for near twenty years; and whom, 
in the following narrative, I ſhall call 

Eugenius. 
After ſome general account of each 
other, and various enquiries into the 
different fates of our ſchool-fellows, 
ſome of whom were dead, and ſome 
married ; ſome were riſen to high ho- 
nours, and ſome, I believe, tranſported 
to 


E. Uf KN IU S. 3 
to Nova Scotia - we then contentedly 
reſumed our ſeveral news- papers. — 
The Morning Herald, which was put 
into my hands, contained, as uſual, the 
hiſtory of the gay world, and particu- 
larly mentioned one or two inſtances 
of conjugal infidelity amongſt ladies 
of high rank ; one or two elopements 
to Scotland ; a forgery or two; and a 
very ſuperb and expenſive fete cham- 
płtre, and the like. f 

This naturally ſuggeſted a compari- 
ſon between the manners which pre- 
vailed in England in our younger 
days, and thoſe of the preſent age; 
greatly, you may ſuppoſe, to the diſ- 
advantage of the latter. My friend 
Eugenius however, though 'by no 
means of a captious temper, ſeemed 

. inclined 


E EUGENTU'SsS 
inclined to diſpute the juſtice of my re- 


flections; and was ſo far from allowing 


the ſuperiority of former times, in point 


of virtue or morality, that he ſeemed 


to give the preference to the preſent 


age, in that and almoſt in every reſpect, 
and entered into a long and ſerious 


defence of his paradox, 


3 
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E are perpetually declaiming, 

ſays Eugenius, on the dege- 
neracy of the age we live in.— What 
an alteration in our manners ſince 
I was a young man“ (ſaid old So- 
phronius the other night at the ta- 
vern)—our men are fops and macaro- 
nies our women viragos, bold and 
abandoned — our politics are ſhal- 


4 1 Laudator temporis acti, ſe puero. 
I % And oh! when I was young, what glo- 
rious times!“ 
| See Colman's Tranſlation of Horace's Art 
of Poetry. 


B 3 | low— 
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low — our learning ſuperficial — our 


orators are mere praters — and our 


poets taggers of rhime,—Where are 
our Pulteneys, our Walpoles, or our 
Bolingbrokes? Where ſhall we find 
4 Swift, an Addiſon, or a Pope ?— 
Nothing ſenſible or manly remains 
amongſt us. Our very ſports and 


amuſements are trifling and effemi- 
nate! — Hunting and ſhooting give 


way to fiddling and dancing, to cards 
and billiards, and games of chance.” 


Come, my friend Sophronius, faid 


J, in anſwer to this harangue, put 
about the bottle, and let us pledge 
you, There may be ſome truth in 
your obſervations,. but more of error, 
I am inclined to think. 

Our manners, I own, are greatly al- 


tered within theſe few years; yet part- 


8 ly, 


EVUGENTWUOS. © 
ly, I ſhould hope, for the better, if at 
all for the worſe. Reaſon has certain- 
ly gained ground, though deep learn- 
ing may be upon the decline ; many 
prejudices are worn off, and many ab- 
ſurd cuſtoms laid aſide; our manners 


are evidently. more poliſhed, and 1 


think not more corrupt, than in the 
days of our youth. If we haye fewer 
fox-hunters, we have fewer hard drink- 
ers; if our country gentlemen live 
more in public places, they drink leſs 
in private parties, than heretofore. 
As to our ſtateſmen, orators, and po- 
ets if we muſt deſcend to particulars, 
without regard to party though we 
have no Walpoles, Pulteneys, or Bo- 
lingbrokes, we have men not leſs .ho- 
neſt, nor Ie able: we have a Th--low, 

B 4 a C-md-n, 


8 EU GENIUS. 
a C-md-n, a N. rth, a Charles en and 
a ſecond William P- wh? 
If we have not a WY an Addiſon, 
or a Pope, we have an H-rd, the 
. W-rtons, and an H-yley, with many 


others not inferior to them; not to 


mention many female writers +, ſupe- 


rior to thoſe of any age, ancient or 


modern. 


In point of taſte and {kill in the po- 
lite arts, yon will hardly diſpute our 


ſuperiority to the laſt age; nor put 


even Pope's hero, Jervas, in competi- 
tion with Reynolds or Gainſborough; 
or Hogarth himſelf with __ B-n- 
bury: © 
ba Non deficit tees FEELS Vik. 
+ Mrs. M-nt-gue, Mrs. Ch-p=--e, Miſs 
A _ Mite Sewerd, &c. &. 


4 1 Even 


1 


Even our fair lad 8, 
few, with a * 


laws of decency as well as of chaſtity, 
have diſtinguiſned themſelves in the 
annals of gallantry ; and th 

have too generally adopted he high 
ton of a bold maſculine airfand am- 
biguous dreſs; yet I queſtj#n whether 
we have not. in high Ale as many 
or more examples gf conjugal fideli- 
ty, maternal tenderneſs, and domeſtie 
oeconomy 7 08 in the former Part of 
this, or in the latter part of the laſt 
century. | 


I was here going to interrupt my 


* The Ducheſſes of Aa of B—, of 42 
of ie 7 the Counteſſes of Ch--w, Pe, 
Sp; Viſcounteſſes W. th, Mrs. M--t-gue, 
Mrs. A, Mrs, B—, Mrs. M—, &c. & . 

| Bs:  . _ wad 


10 EU GENIUS. 
friend Eugenius in his career, but he 
deſired me to hear him out. — 

And indeed, continued he, I am 


inclined to think that many of our 


Engliſh, and ſome French novels 
(whatever bad influence too early an 
application to thoſe ſuperficial ſtudies 
may have on young people) have at 
leaſt had this good effect, of inſtilling 


or rather of awakening in many of the 


fair ſex thoſe principles of humanity 
and compaſſion, which the love of 
pleaſure and diſſipation, and a conſtant 
intercourſe with the faſhionable world, 
are too apt tq check or extinguiſh. 
For who can read the affecting narra- 
tives of Richardſon, or Miſs B-rney, 
and not be excited to acts of benevo- 


lence and generoſity; or, on the other 


hand, 


—_—_ 


E UG'ENIUS,. 7 
hand, not be deterred from the mean 
purſuits ' of ſelfiſhneſs, avarice, and 
fraud ? Pane 1 | 

In ſhort, added Eugenius, though I 
will not compare our times to the Golden 
Ae. that ſtate of perfect innocence 
and happineſs, which probably never 
really exiſted except in Paradiſe — yet, 
I think, the Iron and Brazen Ages are 
gradually wearing off: and (from the 
examples of many families in middling 
life, with whom I am acquainted; 
and of many others in exalted ſta- 
tions, of whom I have been credibly 
informed) I do not deſpair to ſee, by 
degrees, the Silver Age reſtored ; by 
which I would underſtand the bright 
poliſh of modern improvements, join- 


ed to the innocence and ſimplicity of 


| Ws — 


B 6 | thoſe 


2 EUGENIU 8. 
thoſe primitive times, which form ſuch 
amuſing and delightful pictures in the 
paſtoral writings of the ancient Greek 
and Roman poets. 
N. B. The many audaciouscobberies, 
and daily executions, which ſeem to 
ſtare my ſyſtem in the face, may, think, 
be obviouſly accounted. for from tem- 


| porary cauſes; 1 mean, the ſuppreſſion 
of ſmuggling, and the diſbanding the 
army ſince the Peace · 


ot 
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cov LD now no longer forbear, - 
but was tempted. to interrupt my 
friend Eugenius with a loud laugh; 
as indeed I did not imagine that he 
himſelf was ſerious in defending ſo 
outrageous a paradox. Well, ſaid I, 
Iam willing to allow ſome degree on 
virtue, and perhaps of improved mo- 
rals, in, ſome individuals in middling 
life: but what do you ſay to the ma- 
ny notorious inſtances of adultery, for 
example (for I love to call things by 
their real names) amongſt people of 
rank 
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rank and quality, which are the daily 
ſubject of public cenſure and deteſta- 
tion, amongſt people who have not 
loſt all ſenſe of decency, or r ard to. 


virtue ? 
W hy, ſays Eugenius, I bk you. 


have attacked my ſyſtem in its leaſt 


defenſible part, perhaps; yet 1 do not 
deſpair of making good my poſt, if 
you'll grant me a moment's truce, and 
let us diſcuſs the affair with calmneſs 


and impartiality. 5 ͤò Ton if 


The peerage of Great Britain, con- 
tinues he, in conjunction with the Iriſh 


nobility, many of whom reſide in Eng- 


land, amount, I believe, to near five 
hundred: families: and our common- 


ers of high rank, and poſſeſſed of capi - 
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EU GENIUS. + 

tal fortunes, and who alſo figure in 

high life, are almoſt innumerable. 
Now amongſt theſs people of dif- 


*. 
* 


tinction, who exhibit . ks the 
theatre of the polite world; we hear of 


two or three ladies in two or three 
years, perhaps, who from mere wan- 
tonneſs and love of variety, or from 
being unſuitably matched by their pa- 


rents and ſometimes, I fear, from the 
ill uſage of their tyrannical maſters— 


violate their conjugal engagements, 


ſeparate from their huſbagds, be- 
come the ſubject of public ſpecula- 
tion, and fill every news-paper with 
licentious anecdotes, criminal adven- 


tures, and trials for incontinency. 


But 
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But we hear nothing, all this while, 
of the hundreds and thouſands of vir- 
tuous wives, tender mothers, or duti- 
ful daughters, who, in the ſequeſtered 
paths of life, diſcharge their duty in 
their ſeveral relations and departments | 
without noiſe or oftentation®. 
Neither are the trials of theſe few 
fair culprits, in this age, ſtained with 
the guilt of poiſoning or aſſaſſinations; 
crimes ſhocking to humanity, - with 
which hiſtory | abounds and which 
have furniſhed the ſubjects of tragedy, 


in earlier periods, in our own ad 


* lam obliged to a lady 2 converſant, 
in the great world, and of exquiſite Judg- 
ment, for this remark. St 


28 


E UGENTUS. 
as well as in other parts of Europe, 
and amoneſt the ancient celebrated 
commonwealths of Greece and Rome. 

But not to calculate ſo nizely the 
characters and conduct of a few indi- 
viduals—if we were to take a general 
view of the ſtate of the world, in a re- 
ligious or moral, in a civil or political 
light, I make no doubt but we ſhould 
find it altered for the better almoſt 
within our own memory. Some few, 
or perhaps many inſtances of Infide- 
lity may probably be produced in our 
own country, and on the Continent, 
in oppoſition to our religious im- 
provement. But, upon the whole, I 
am convinced that the advocates for 


religion are getting ground in their 


diſputes with the patrons of infidelity. 
„„ And 
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18 EUGENTIUS. 

And even Popery ſeems. to have re- 
formed many of its ſuperſtitious opi- 
nions, and to have adopted more libe- 


ral ſentiments in regard to thoſe of 


other communions, _ Þ 

And as to profiical religion, never 
were there ſo many noble inſtances of 
private Charities and munificent con- 
tributions for the relief of the indi- 


gent and diſtreſſed; without having 


recourſe to the many public inſtitutions 
of charity ſchools, infirmaries, hoſpi- 
tals, and aſylums, for almoſt every ma- 


lady or misfortune incident to human 


nature. 

As to our improvement in our civil 
capacity, never were our rights better 
underſtood, or more religiouſly pre- 
ſerved, than in the preſent age. And 


not- 
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notwithſtanding the eternal! cant of the 


friends of liberty, as every buly fellow 
ſtyles himſelf, about the privileges of 
the people; our only danger ſeems to 
be from thoſe licentious principles ſo 
freely propagated in every part of the 
kingdom, which muſt prove in the 
end deſtructive. of all legal govern- 
ment; and probably end in anarchy, 
and its offspring deſpotiſm, the natu- 
ral conſequence of popular tumults, 
which ſuch principles have a tendency 
to produce, 

I ſhall only obſerve further, as to 
our modern politics, that I ſhould 
hope, from the ſurpriſing changes in 
the general political ſyſtem of Europe, 
and the amiable and liberal charac- 
ters of moſt of its ſoyereigns, that' it 

may 


d 


commonwealth; and even Rouſſeau's 


«as 


CHAP, 


to one gran 


In 


. 


Utopian ſyſtem, for an univerſal peace, 
to be guarantied by the ſeveral ſtates, 
may be adopted, and at length prevail 
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c H A P. IV. 


* 


ELL, ſaid I, the preſent age 
1 12-18 much obliged to you for 
your zealous defence; and 1 wiſh poſ- 
terity may experience the truth of 

your prediction. 
Why, replied Eugenius, this com- 
parative view of the ſtate of morality 
in the preſent and in former times, 
is all theory and conjecture; and per- 
haps it is impoſſible to be preciſely 
determined. I am engaged this morn- 
ing; but, when J have an opportunity, 
Iwill give you the hiſtory of the little 
diſtrict or neighbourhood in which 1 
am 
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am now ſettled, and with which I 


have been acquainted theſe twenty 
years: which, with ſome other inſtan- 


ces that I could produce, would tend 


greatly to confirm the poſition which 


I have ventured to maintain. 
Why, if you have no other engage- 
ment, ſaid I (ſomewhat curious to 


hear this hiſtory) ſuppoſe we dine 


together to-day at the Devil Tavern, 
or wherever elſe you chooſe. 

Well, ſays Eugenius, I don't often 
dine from my family; but as we ſhall 
be leſs interrupted at a tavern than at 


my lodgings, and I ſhould be glad to 


talk over the trifling incidents of our 


youth, I will meet you at the place 


you mention; for which indeed I have 
ſome ſort of Percy, having ſpent 
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many happy hours there formerly with 
our friends at the Temple, which was 


then a ſort of general rendezvous for 


people educated at our Univerſity. | 
Accordingly at three o'clock, the 


old-faſhioned hour, we met; and, as 


there was not much company expect- 


ed, were put into Ben Jonſon's club- 


room, and had his convivial laws be- 


fore our eyes, over the chimney. But 


our attention was too much engaged 
by our appetite, which generally pre- 
vails over curioſity; and, as ſoon as 
we had dined, by my impatience to 


hear the narrative which Eugenius 


had promiſed me; who, after lubricat- 
ing the organs of elocution with a 
glaſs or two of wine, thus began. 
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o probably recollect, ſaid Eu- 


of courſe, 1 ſuppoſe, was reckoned an 
odd fellow. — Yes, ſaid I, and odd as 
you were, I was even with you; hav- 
ing been, in my youth, as romantic as 
moſt people. — Well, ſaid Eugenius, I 


ſaw things in a different light, I be- 


lieve, from that of the reſt of my 


ſchool-fellows ; as I dignified the moſt 
Familiar objects, by viewing them thro? 


the miſt of an enthuſiaſtic imagina- 
tion. * 8 they called a hill, I called 
8 mountain z ; 


; genius, | that, from a mere boy, 
I was of a romantic turn of mind; and 
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a mountain; an old wood or copſe, 
I conſidered as a ſacred grove; and 
a neighbouring heath, over-run with 
broom and birch-trees, appeared to 
me a wild foreſt, which I fancied to 
be inhabited by nymphs and fawns, 
or by robbers and outlaws, - 
L read Robinſon - Cruſoe before 
was ten years old; and longed to be 
caſt upon ſome deſolate iſland, and to 


ſpend my whole lite m folitude and 


a ſavage retreat. 

At fourteen I 3 Don Quix- 
ote, but muſt confeſs 1 enjoyed it 
more as a romantic tale than as a 
work of humour; and was better 
pleaſed with the adventures i in the * 
erra Morana, or Black Mountain, than 
with the Don's ridiculous attacks up- 

8 on 
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on the wind- mill or on the Yangeſian- 
carriers. 

When 1 got to the Univerſity, 
having no father alive, and having a 
very indulgent mother, I was pretty 
much my own maſter; and being poſ- 
ſeſſed alſo of a ſlender independent for- 
tune, I uſually ſpent a good part of 
the long vacation in different towns in 


the wildeſt and leaſt Sage parts 


of England. 
A good - natured young fellow, one 


Williams, of Jeſus College, who knew 
my paſſion for romantic views, and the 


wild beauties of nature, invited me, 
one ſummer, to go with him to his 


father's houſe; which he told me, 
was ſituated in a ſequeſtered vale, in 


the moſt mountainous part of North 


pris | Wales: 3 
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Wales; whither hardly any Engliſh- 
man, till within theſe few years, -and 
very few Welſhmen, had ever pene- 
trated ; and which had eſcaped the ſa- 
gacity even of the inquiſitive and phi- 
loſophical Mr. Pennant himſelf, He 
was Certain I ſhould be delighted with 
the ſituation, and the proſpects round 
it; and added, that there was a jovial 
ſet of the moſt hoſpitable gentlemen 
lately ſettled there that could be found 


in the three kingdoms. The former 


part of this intelligence, however, had 


more influence with me than the lat- 
ter ;—and accordingly, as ſoon as we 
had kept the term, and the long vaca- 
tion commenced, I accepted of my 
friend's invitation ; who, having a lit- 
tle Welſh poney ſent up by the Shrewſ- 

if bury 
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bury carrier, and I mounted on my 


own ſteed, with a couple of ſhirts, a 
pair of ſhoes, and a Glaſgow Anacreon, 
packed up in my great coat pocket, 
and tied before me, we fallied forth on 
our expedition, 5 
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ä FTE R an agreeable and not 
very expenſive journey of three 

days, on the morning of the fourth, 
quitting the great road, and winding 
along the valley for a few miles, we 
came into a very mountainous coun- 
try, and at length began to climb a 
very ſteep and lofty range of hills; 
from whoſe ſummits we had a view 
of an extenſive vale opening to the 
ſea, at the mouth of which ſeemed 
to be a ſmall ſea- port, or fiſhing town; 
and only here and there a farm houſe 
© . or 
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or two, or rather cottages, ſnaded by a 
few hawthorns, on the ſides of the hills. 

My friend Williams looking round 


with an arch leer, Well,“ ſays he, 


* what do ROI IS of my native 


country ? 


Though I was afraid this was the 
end of our journey, and felt my ex- 


pectations greatly diſappointed, yet 


being unwilling to ſhock my friend's 
g00d-nature, I obſerved that there was 
a noble view of the ſea; and though 
the external appearance of the moun- 
tains was not very fertile or alluring, 
yet they might probably contain ſome 
rich veins of lead or copper in their 
bowels. 

Williams felt the force of my ſneer, 


and irg 8 Well, ” ſaid he, you 
have 
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have made me as good a compliment 
as the caſe would admit of ; but if I had 
promiſed to ſhew you a fine woman, 
and ſhould introduce you to an homely 
piece, you would not think it ſuffi- 
cient to be told, that her beauty lay in 
her mind or in her purſe. —However, 
when you ſee this valley in a different 
point of view, you may probably like 
it better.“ 

Then leaving again the direct road, 
which ſeemed to lead towards the ſea- 
port, we kept winding along the ſides 
of the hills towards the left, where the 
road led us amidſt a vaſt ridge of 
craggy rocks, which ſeemed to be the 

very boundaries of the creation; but 
| inſtead of terminating in Milton's 
| BY 4 chaos, 
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chaos, they opened on a ſudden into a 


terreſtrial paradiſe. 
But what imagination can conceive, 


or what language expreſs, the beauties 
of this vale ! I ſhall greatly injure by 
endeavouring to deſcribe it; I will 


only ſay, that nature had aſſembled 


all her beauties in this ſequeſtered 


ſpot. - It ſeemed to extend, in a wav- 


ing line, about three miles; 4 ſmall 


tiver ran winding through the bottom, 


the regularity of whoſe meanders was 
frequently broken by groups of pop- 
lars, elms, or alders; and the mea- 
dows on its banks enlivened by herds 
of cattle. The woods on the fide of 


the hills ſeemed only to have been 
cleared away to make room, every 


half 
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half mile, for tolerably neat buildings, 
farms, or cottages, which gave the 
whole an habitable, and yet a retired, 
romantic air. Towards the extremity 
of the valley, a ſmall pariſh church 
appeared, above which the mountains 
roſe in a circular form, and bounded 
the view. | 
I aſked Williams what PRES called 
this beautiful valley. He ſaid the 
Welſh name was Lan- dryffyd Dor 
Llwiffen; which the gentlemen lately 
ſettled there not being able to pro- 
nounce, they had given it the name of 
THe Gol DEN Vale, © 
After winding near a mile down 
the hill, we came within ſight of Mr. 
Williams's habitation, . which was a 
ſtone· built, | ſubſtantial farm houſe z 
Nuo 5 with 


n 
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with its uſeful appendages of barns, ſta- 
bles, and ox-ſtalls, and ſhaded by a few 


| oaks of an antediluvian appearance. 


As the road ftill kept upon a de- 
ſcent, being impatient to get to the 


houſe, we diſmounted; and were lead- 


ing our horſes down a ſteep bank, 
when Williams's two ſiſters eſpied us, 


having expected us the whole day,— 
They both flew to meet their brother ; 


but the elder, who was about eighteen, 
checked herſelf at the ſight of a ſtran- 


ger ; while the younger, who ſeemed 


about thirteen, and who was gnawing 
a green apple, followed the dictates or 
pure nature, leaped into her brother's 
arms, and almoſt ſtifled him with her 
repeated kiſſes. 

We now proceeded towards | the 


houſe, 
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| houſe, Williams with a ſiſter in each 
hand (having turned his horſe before 
him)—little Flora, the younger, ſtill 
ſcranching her apple, though rebuked 
for it, with nods and winks, by her 
ſiſter Judith; who, having been a year 
or two at a country boarding-ſchool, 
had juſt learned enough to difguiſe 
the beautiful inſtincts of nature, and 
| to affect a reſerve which ſat but auk- 
wardly upon her. Miſs Williams, 
however, had a tolerable perſon, and 
was a modeſt, good ſort of girl. But 


ber ſiſter Flora was nature itſelf, in its 


moſt beautiful form ; rather large of 
her age—well ſhaped—eaſy and ac- 
tive in her motions—an open counte- 
nance==eyes expreſſive of ſenſibility 
1 C 6 and 
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36 E UG ENT US. 
and ſweetneſs—blooming cheeks, and 
auburn locks: in ſhort, ſhe was a 
roſe-bud juſt ready. to unfold its-pur- 


ple leaves, and to diſplay its charms 


in their higheſt luſtre I dwell: the 
longer upon this tempting ſubject, ſaid 
Eugenius, becauſe you will hear more 


of Flora Williams hereafter, | |. 
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'F 
we were | taken into an "AT 
faſhioned parlour ; ; great part of the 


= furniture of the laſt century, but every 


thing very clean and neat; an oaken 
table brown- rubbed, and Turkey work | 
chairs, and other things in that ſtyle: : 


= VS TSA MEFS 


= yet a ſiſter of Mr. Williams, who was 


married in London, ſent them down 


a handſome glaſs with a gi frame, 


elegant china, and a mahogany, tea· 
table, and the like. | The windows, 
which were ſmall, were rendered more 


2111 
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gloomy by glaſſes filled with mint, 
which ſpread over them: — the ſhade 


and coolneſs of the room, however, 
were very agreeable, as it was but early 


in the afternoon, and a very hot day. 


Mr. and Mrs. Williams were plain, 


ſenſible people, and gave me a hearty 


welcome; but made an apology. for 
the dulneſs and obſcurity of their ſitu- 
ation: Mr. Williams however added, 
that they had ſome very hoſpitable 
neighbours, who perhaps would make 


my reſidence amongſt them tolerably 


agreeable. I replied, that I ſhould 
want no other amuſement than their 


company, and rambling about the 
woods and meadows i in chat beautiful 


valley ; 3 and now 7 and then angling 3 in 
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the river with young Mr. Williams, 
| which I found had abounded with 
trout, t though they had been much 
thinned ſince theſe gentlemen had come 
to live amongſt them. 

The morning after I arrived, I was 

ſo impatient to enjoy the beauties of 
the Vale alone, and at my leiſure, that 
J aroſe almoſt the firſt of the family: 
when the Sun, darting his rays ob- 
liquely, illuminated every object to 


the greateſt advantage. I viſited every 


part of the woods and glades for a 
mile round ; climbing every rock and 
precipice which was acceſlible to the 
goats, in order to contemplate the land- 
ſcapes in rent points of view. The 

Vale 
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| Vale of Tempe“, ſo much celebrated 
by the ancients, gives one but a faint 
idea of this Elyſian ſcene. 


dhe The fair reader may ſee the deſcription 


* 


| of the ancient Tempe in Dr. H urd's tranſla- 


tion from lian, on Poetical Imitation. 
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HE arrival of young Williams 
from Oxford, eſpecially as he 
was attended by a ſtranger, was an 


occurrence of too much importance 


not to have ſpread itſelf, in a few 


hours, to every houſe in the Golden 
Vale, Accordingly, before we had 


done breakfaſt, ſervants arrived with 


compliments of enquiry, from the go- 
vernor, the admiral, the general, and 
the archbiſhop (ſo theſe gentlemen had 
thought proper to diltinguiſh each 
other) though their merit had not really | 
advanced 
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advanced them to the ſummit of their 
ſeveral profeſſions. 


The admiral's meſſage was accom- 


panied with an invitation to young 
Williams, and to me, as his friend, to 
dine there the next day, which was 
the day of their weekly round of 
dining at each others houſes; and 
which invitation young Williams pre- 
vailed with me, though much againſt 
my inclination, to accept of. 
As we took our walk that evening, 
Williams thought it proper to let me a 


little into the characters and way of 


life of the preſent worthy poſſeſſors of 
theſe Arcadian ſcenes, with whom we 
were to dine the next day: which he 
did in the following manner. 

; e 
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“This Vale,” ſays Williams, till 
within theſe few years, was inhabited 


merely by peaſants, chiefly rack-renters; 
my father, and one or two more, being 
the only freeholders. But the admiral 
Bembo (as they call him, though his 
name is Bombketch) with whom we 
are to dine to-morrow, having been a 
lieutenant of a man of war, and got a 
little prize money, married a young 
woman, who was an only child, and 
heireſs to a little eſtate in this Vale of 
about 2001, a year: in conſequence 
of which he retired to his farm hauſe, 
| and fitted it up in a whimſical ſtyle; 
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and now lives the life of a country 
gentleman. 


Captain Spindle, a friend of the ad- 


miral's 
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miral's (and whom they call General) 
was the only ſon of-an haberdaſher in 
London, and whom his father had 
got to be a lieutenant of marines : but 
not being ambitious of military glory, 
he had acted rather a fafe part, than a 
very honourable one, upon a certain 
occaſion; and ſo choſe to retire from 
the ſervice, as Scipio and other great 
commanders had done. His father, 
however, having left him three or four 
| thouſand pounds in the funds, he rents 
an apartment in a farm houſe here, 
and makes no inconfiderable figure in 
this ſociety, 

gut governor Howel,” continues 
Williams, is the moſt reſpectable mem- 
ber of this little community, who has a 
| family 
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family eſtate of four or five hundred 
pounds ayear, upon which his anceſtors: 
lived like little eſquires for many gene- 
rations. But his father having put him 
under an eminent wine-merchant in 
London, by way of augmenting his. 
fortune, where he got a taſte for high 
life—and the love of pleaſure prevail- 
ing over the love of bufineſs—he ſoon 
mortgaged his eſtate for near as much 
as it is worth; and would probably, 
1nſtead of his family ſeat, have ſoon 
been in the King's Bench: but meeting 


with a merchant's daughter, a prudent. 


= young woman, with five thouſand. 


pounds, he retired into the country, 
and might probably retrieve his affairs 


by a little more oeconomy. But he is 


never eaſy without company; and, be- 
| ſides 
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ſides their weekly club-days, he and 


the admiral, and any one that they can 


pick up, dine together: when the 


ſervants take advantage of their maſ- 
ter's being engaged in the parlour; 


and proviſions are waſted, and buſineſs 
neglected; and things go on very dif- 


ferently from what they would other- 
wiſe do. 8 

* I ſhould; not forget to mention, 
that the governor keeps a little pack of 
beagles, for the amuſement of himſelf 


and any idle people in the neighbour- 


hood; which, though not much ex- 
pence in themſelves, as the huntſman 
follows them on foot, yet they ſtill 
bring more company to be entertained 


at the houſe. 


But a conſtant attendant and a 


principal 
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principal performer in this convivial 


concert, is the archbiſhop of Toledo 


(ſo they ſtyle the parſon of the pariſh) 


who is a good-natured man; plays 4 


good knife and fork, and a good rub- 
ber at whiſt ; ſings a good ſong, and 


tells a good ſtory; and, ] in ſhort, adds 
not a little to the enjoyment. of the 


company. 


„There is alſo a ſhrewd attorney, 


8 who lives at the little ſea-port which 


you ſaw in the bottom, about two miles 
off, who ſeldom miſſes a club-day - 
they call him Chief Juſtice Shark. 
He never takes his turn in entertaining 


the company, but makes them a pre- 


ſent now and then of a diſh of fiſh; 


which the governor and the admiral, 


with 
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with great difficulty, prevail on him 
to enter in his annual account; ſo that 
by managing prudently the affairs of 
his neighbours, Shark has conſiderably 
improved his own. Though he ſeldom 
ſays any thing but what is very. tri te 
or ycky, dull, yet by ſpeak ing but 


ſeldom, and with a deciſive air, he is 


reckoned a ſhrewd, ſenſible fellow, 
and is quite an oracle amongſt them. 
He keeps himſelf ſober; and if any 


of the company aſk him a queſtion in 


the way of his profeſſion, he makes 
his friendly viſit turn to account, and 
charges ſix and nnen in his next 


bill. 
ot + But the "FR 0 foul af this on 


= is the facetious Dr. Daffy, who 
alſo 
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alſo lives at the ſea-port. Though the 
doctor does not pretend to entertain 
the company any otherwiſe thar by his 
wit and humour, yet he is a welcome 
gueſt at every table. And as each of 
the company are his patients, he con- 
trives, moſt weeks, to throw in a bot- 
tle or two of bitters for the ſtomach, 
tinctures for the gums, or lozenges for | 


expectoration; which, with accidental 


maladies, ſprained ancles, or broken 
ſhins—diarrhceas on the one hand, or 
coſtive complaints on the other: (the 
effects of high living and indulgence) 
theſe diſaſters, I ſay, enable the doctor 
to pick up a good livelihood, as well 
as a good dinner once a week, amongſt. 
the hoſpitable inhabitants of ms Gold- 

en Vale, 
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| HE morning now ; arrived, and 


FIT; 


about two. 0 clock v we ſet out o on 


our viſit to admiral Bembo' 83 which, 
as I obſerved, was che lieutenant” s 
convivial appellation. EE ied oy 
As ſoon as we entered the court, we 
had a ſpecimen. of the admiral's taſte 
A great maſtiff dog 
and painted to the lie ſeemed ready 


, carved in ſtone, 


to leap ypon us, grinning horribly, 
| and i in act to devour us. The graſs- 
plat was covered. with rabbits and 
hares; and an owl ſat over the door, 
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EUGENIUS. 5 
carved in the ſame materials, by that 
ingenious artiſt Mr. of Bath. On 
a little terras were planted ſix demi- 
culverins, which uſed. to be fired when 
the roaſt beef came to table; but the 
noiſe was too much for his lady's 
nerves. Soon after we got into the hall, 
the mimic. voice of a cuckow pro- 
claimed that it was three o'clock. _ 

The, company was already afſem- 
bled, and the admiral received us with 
an hearty welcome; which he teſtified 
to young Williams by: ſo violent a 
Make of the hand, that he almoſt diſlo- 
cated his ſhoulder. The admiral's 
countenance however ſuddenly changed 
to an air of ehagrin; and ſhaking his 
heads Ah!“ ſays he, « [ ſhall entertain 
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you but. poorly to-day z we are diſap- 
pointed of the principal part of our 
feaſt, ”—< Sirf? ſays Williams, ** hope 
youll make no apology on bur ac- 
count; no one is more indifferent 
about eating than my friend Euge- 
nius.”—* Oh! as to that,” replies 
the admiral, © I believe we ſhall do 
tolerably well, though our zop diſh will 
be wanting. In ſhort, Sir, the doctor | 


cannot be here to-day ; he was ſent for, 


juſt as he was ſetting out, to a poor 
failor, who, I am afraid, has fractured 
his ſkull : and we might as well have 
hog-meat without muſtard, as a din- 
ner without the doctor.“ 

The company all ſympathiſed with 
the admiral in lamenting the abſence 
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EUGENTUS: # 
of Dr. Daffy : though their grief diſ- 
played itſelf rather in their words and 
looks, than in their loſs of appetite z 
for the dinner being now on the table, 
they fell to with great alacrity.— I 
am ſorry the doctor cannot be here,” 
ſays the governor, ſpilling his ſoup 
down his napkin.—“ I wiſh the doc- 


tor was here,” cried the archbiſhop, 


with his mouth full of pudding.— 


„The doctor is the very ſoul of jol- 
lity,” ſays captain Spindle, as he was 
picking the head of a car. 

Every one knows his own buſineſs 
beſt,” cries Chief Juſtice Shark, with 
an oracular ſolemnity ; the doctot 
knows which ſide his bread is buttered 
on, II warrant him.“ Yes, faith! 
„ D 3 and 


x E U GENIUS 
and ſo do you too, Shark, cries the 


captain, with a ſarcaſtic vivacity.— 


This raiſed a loud laugh at the law- 
yer's expence. | 


Come!“ ſays the admiral, calling 


for a bumper of port, let us drinle 
the doctor's health however” —— - 

j- Thank you! thank you! gentlemen 
all,” cries the doctor, unexpectedly en- 
tering the room at that inſtant with 
his wife and two daughters; and throw- 
ing down his hat and ſtick in the mid- 
dle of the room, © The Philiſtines be 
upon thee, Sampſon,” cries the doc- 
tor. Then ſeating his wife in the 
place that had been reſerved for him, 
he whirls a round claw table to the 
corner of the room ſeats himſelf and 
a his 
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EUGENIUS. 38 
his two daughters—and bidding the 
butler bring a napkin, ſaid he would 
ſoon make up for the time he had 
Joſt. C ONT 

Upon the admiral's aſking the doc- 
tor whether he ſhould ſend him ſome 
carp, the doctor not liking the com- 
plexion of them (as they were qreſſ- 
ed in a particular way) ſeaſoned his 
refuſal with a joke; and ſaid, he 
did not keep Lent. * Beſides,” ad- 
ded he, I have not made my will; 
and a bone may kill a man as ſoon as 
a bullet or cannon- ball, you know, ad- 
miral ! This would have raiſed 
another laugh, | but the company were 
too "oy to be © agaln e N 
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AvIN G heard the doctor ſo 
much extolled, continued Eu- 
genius, and pronounced the life of 
every ſocial, meeting, I made his cha- 
rater my particular ſtudy z and ſoon 
diſcovered , the ſecret charm which 


rendered om the object of univerſal 
love and: admiration. . The doctor 


1 


poſſeſſed no extraordinary talents either 
of wit or learning, to ſupply ſo con- 
ſtant bY fund of mirth | and + ntertain- 
ment: but he was happy in his ſyſ- 
f tem 
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EUGENEFUS. 37 
tem of features, and the arch turn of 
his viſage. His muſcles were pliant, 
and eaſily moved to laughter; his eye 
mone with glee and vivacity; and the 
only two remaining teeth, in his upper 
mandible, would have qualified him 
for an excellent buſt of Democritus, 
the laughing philoſopher. u 211 f. 

Though the doctor ſaid but 9 
very witty things himſelf, yet the 
company ſaw the effects of their own 
wit in the mirror of the doctor's 
countenance; and were charmed with 
the reflected image of their own in- 
genuity. For a capacity of being en- 
tertained” by others, is generally A 


[ſtronger recommendation. tg the; fa- 
vour of mankind, than the moſt hin- 
51 D 5 ing 


ing ehiants? or a recen ee 
then. © o In 1 4 22 5 if ei 1 f 
AIncomparable 1“ cries the doctor, 
in an ecſtacy of joy, hen the governor 
faid a tolerable thing Exquiſite l 
vpon my ſoul, noble admiral Good 


G- d! my dear arclibiſtiop, you'll 


ſplit my diaphragm with laughing ? 


you muſt lower the key of your wit; 
there's no bearing eli e wag 
Then if any of his good mend 
had a quartel to relate, or complaint 
of ill uſage to give vent to, the doctor 
was ready with the moſt bitter invec- 
tives. A deg “' cries | he, ſuch 


a Veounihel ſhould not be ſuffered: to 


exiſt upon the face of the earth! I 
"wiſh Thad the raſcal under my hands, 


"Fa 
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I'd ſcatify his perixranium; I'd rip 
up his abdomen for the villain Well, 
rot him, ſuch! a fellow is not worth 
mentioning Tome, admirah - PH 
pledge you; well drink perdition 
to ſuch pitiful ſcoundrels !? 

While they were at ae 'the 
doctor ſeeing the chief juſtice look 
grave (who rather envied Daffy's ex- 
treme popularity) Shark 1” quoth 
the doctor, I with you would cat a 
little oil with your ſallad.“ —— What 
muſt 1 eat oil for ??? cries Shark gruffly, 
I don't love it.“ Why oil would 
make you of a cheerful equntenance,” 
— This again ſet the table on a roar, at 
Shark's expence. But Shark obſerved, 
. great ſolemnity, that we ought 
| „ 3 
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to be merry and 0. — Well,” ſays 
the archbiſhop; but there's a time 
for all things; a time to weep, and a 
time to laugh.“ “ Yes,” rejoins the 
man of law, and à time to refrain 
from laughing, as Solomon ſays.” 
Solomon ſays no ſuch thing,“ re- 
plies the archbiſhop.— No!“ ſays 
Shark, Pl lay a bowl of punch on 
that.“ — The wager was laid, and the 
admiral ſaid it might ſoon be decided; 
- 4 for,” fays he, 1 Would as ſoon 
have gone to ſea without a compaſs 
as without a bible. There lies the 
| companion of all my voyages in the 
parlour window.“ —“ No, no, that's 
a common prayer book,“ cries the 
archbiſnop.— Well, well, that's all 
| 0 U the 


EUGEN IU & 6 
the ſame,” replies the admiral.—“ I 
believe it is, to you or me, admiral,” 
cries the captain; for you never 
looked in either, but once on ſhip+ 
board ; and that was in the great ſtorm 
in the Bay of Biſcay, when you 
read the © Thankſgiving for the 
Churching of Women,” inſtead of the 
Prayers to be ufed at Sea,” — This 
again raiſed an unextinguiſhable laugh, 
as, Homer calls it. 
The admiral gave us a very plen- 
tiful entertainment, though rather odd 
than elegant. The various diſhes were 
| dreſſed according to the various 
faſhions of the different countries 
where the admiral had been ſtationed. 
The fiſh with water and ſalt, as they 
HL: ſometimes 
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ſometimes eat them in Holland; the 
fowis were ſmothered in rice, as they 
eat them in the Levant,” Such a diſh 
the admiral learnt upon the coaſt of 
Spain; another in Minorca, at Genoa, 
or Barcelona, and fo forth. The com- 
pany admired the foreign diſhes ; but 
moſt of them, I obſerved,.dined upon 
a piece of old Engliſh roaſt. beef. at. 
the bottom of the table. 
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Hav E Kio 158 minute in my 
account of this dinner, continued 
Eugenius, and the converſation that 
paſſed there (which, though near 
twenty years ſince, I perfectly remem- 
ber) as a ſpecimen of the whole round 
of entertainments, and of the manner 
in which, this, worſhipful ſociety. (and 


indeed moſt of our country gentle» 
men) ſpent. their time and money in 
our younger days. h 

The archbiſhop and. captain Sein 
5 dle being both ſingle men, gave each 
BI of 


ir 
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of them a dinner, alternately, about 
once in a month. 

The following week we dined with 
governor Howel, where every thing 
was. conducted by Mrs, Howell with 
greater form and decorum. The ſide - 
board was: fet out with conſiderable = 
fplendor ; the ſervants were more dex- 
trous ; and the converſation at table 
more chaſtiſed. But, after the ladies 
retired, the ſame licemioue mirth and 
JO prevailed.” 

At the very extremity of the valley, 
an old manſion houſe had attracted my 
notice, which was ſituated on the ſide 
of the hill, and appeared riſing out of 
a group of trees on a ridge of rocks; to 
which a modern building, With a bow- 
10 . window, 
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window, had been added; and which 
diſcovered a tafte ſuperior to any thing 
I had ſeen in the'' neighbourhood. 
Young Williams told me it was a Mr, 
Hamilton's, who had lately purchaſed 
a ſmall eſtate there; but as no one 
knew any thing of the family, and 
as they ſeemed to avoid any fort of 
intercourſe with their neighbours— 
and had moreover encouraged poachers 
(which is high treaſon amongſt ſportſ- 
men)}—they were looked upon with an 
evil eye. Mr. Hamilton, he added, 
ſeemed a very gentleman- like man, 
and had called once or twice at his 
father's; but J myſelf (ſaid Williams) 
could not viſit them without giving 
umbrage, and forfeiting the good- 
| | will 
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will of our preſent —— in Lan 

eds 6 03, YONSQU: 9318) & 112 
About an hour. 10 we had dined, 

kaweres;ahe company was greatly ſur- 

priſed at the ſaid Mr. Hamileon's being 

announced; who (the ſervant ſaid). de- 

x ragether. z big; 5 

l * you. ind FRO Fang 3 
Le gteat ſearchings of heart,“ and ſigni- 

f cant loolss caſt mn upon each. _ 

li ieee, es tt 

i Mr. Hamilton is at 0 intro- 

duced, and deſired by the governor to 

take his feat —He began, with a po- 

lite, but reſerved: air, to make his 

ſpeech ; but was interrupted by the: 

benevolent Dr. Daffy (the Momus of 

4 7 the 
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the company) who ſaid it was-contrary 
to the law. of the Medes and Perſians 
to make dry ſpeeches; and pouring 
out a bumper of wine, deſired Mr. 
Hamilton to drink, which the gover- 
nor polively enforced. Mr. Hamilton, 
however, waved it, and! ſaid he had 
not dined; and added, beſides, that lle 
could not accept of any act of civility, 
while (as he underftood) he laboured 
under the diſpleaſure of the ee 
1 encouraging poachets. *. 

The admiral immediately took up 
. affair with ſome warmth, and ſaid 
he would not mince the matter; but 


that if there were two rogues in the 


pariſh, they were Cock. eyed Sam, and 
Slinking Joe, whom Mr. Hamilton, 
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he found, conſtantly employed; and 
that thoſe two fellows k illed more hares 
than all the hounds in the country. 
Mr. Hamilton replied, That if 
they were poachers, he did not make 
them ſo— That he had not had an 
hare in his houſe ſince he came into 
the neighbourhood— That when he 
firſt employed them, as labourers, he 
found their families were ſtarving, and 
muſt ſoon have come upon the pariſh; 
whilſt the two fathers, were getting 
now and then an hare by ſtealth; and 
ſpending the money in public houſes 
That, ſince he had employed them, 
he took care that they carried home 
their money; and that in conſequence 
their families now lived in greater 
5 plenty, 
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plenty, or at leaſt did not want bread 
— That the men themſelves, now they 
were conſtantly employed, were be- 
come more ſober,” as they were more 
induſtrious. 
The ' archbiſhop. ſaid, he could 
vouch for the latter part of what Mr. 
Hamilton ſaid, in regard to thoſe men's 
Families; and did. not doubt but that 
the former part, with reſpect to the 
Same; was equally true. 

The governor faid, he would take 
the gentleman? s word for it; and 
boped, for the future, they ſhould be 
better neighbours ;—and drank ww 
Hamilton- 8 health. 0 1 

Mr. Hamilton now took a fp of 
white wine and water, drank all their 
"healths, and took his leave. 
am EIN As 
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As foon-as/ he was out of the room, 
the little captain kicked. out his foot 
after him, by way of' expreſſing, his 
contempt; and damned all milkſops, 
as not fit company for gentlemen: 
though it was the very character for 
which. nature had formed his on Den- 
der carcaſe; for he had really almoſt 
demoliſhed himſelf by an unneceffarily 
aſſumed rakiſhnels, for which bis con- 
ſtitution was by no. MEANS adapted. IF 
Dr. Daffy, obſerved, that. Mr. Ha- 
milton would ruin beth, the. lawyers 
and phyſicians :. for that he would 
never injure his health, by drinking ; 
nor, as it ſhould ſeem, involye himſelf 
in Jawſpirs by altercation, ., 
The admiral aſked the doctor, 
Why he did not give him a, little 


f | Daffy S 
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Daches Elixir 2 No, no,“ fays the 
doctor, the gentleman is a very civil 
gentleman; if he had not, I'd have 
given him a lict, Sir.. Bravo!“ 
cried the governor.— You had better 
have made an honeſt Welchman of 
him, and given him a lee, Sir,” ſaid 
the archbiſhop.— Braviſſimo,” cries 
the governor again; © a bumper for 
the doctor, and two bumpers for the 
archhiſhop.“ — Thus every incident 
furniſhed occaſion to this mirthful aſ- 

ſembly for Joking, laughing, and 
| drinking. 

The company, however, upon the 
whole, ſeemed pretty well ſatisfied 
with Mr. Hamilton's apology ; and 
I believe they were afterwards up- 

On 
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on more friendly terms; though Mr. 
Hamilton never entered into their 
round of entertainments. 


CHAP. 
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1 SP EN T near three yeeks | in | the 
Golden Vale; more delighted 
however with ſtrolling about at my 
eaſe with young Williams and his 
ſiſters, ſometimes angling in the ri- 
ver, or botanizing, in the woods—and 
more happy i in, the, plain, fimple. way 
of life, which we lived with Mr. Wil- 
liams and his wife, than with the of- 
tentatious hoſpitality and, boiſterous 
mirth of thoſe titular erandees, 5 * 
Upon talking one day with old 
Mr. Williams, I was obſerying, what 
Vor. I. E. an 


4 EUGENITUS. 
an advantage it muſt be to their neigh- 
bourhood, to have ſo much money 
ſpent amongſt them; and to have their 
poor people more conſtantly employed 
by ſo ary * s families, which 
I found had ſettled there within theſe 
few years. 7 | | 
Mr. Williams! thook' his head, and 
ia chat thoſe whom” Mr. Hamil- 
ton of late had employed conſtantly, 
were certaitly become more ſober and 
4 induſtrious ; but as for the reſt, by 


going: amongſt the gentlemen's ſer- 


— and getting now and then ſome 
en Vietuals, arid tos much liquor, 
8 vag their work and when they 
were employed by their maſters occa- 


fonally, aps perhaps a ſhilling 
| a. day 
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4. day instead of ren-pence, which was 
formerly their ſtipend — they have 
raiſed the price of labour; and as they 
can now ſometimes get enough to Keep 
their families from ſtarving by two 
days work, they frequently ſpend the 
reſt of the week at the ale-houſe; ; 
which the admiral has got licenſed, 

to provide for an old ſervant,” who 
keeps A very diſorderly houſe. 8 
2 is he, 8 their  debauched' f ſer. 


»> #425 


exitagitts* have corrupted the whole 


valley; Which might more properly N 


now be called the Brazen than the 


Golden Vale, as 1 have thought” 


proper to name it. 


Upon thy” calling leave of "Mir, 
E 2 Williams's 
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Williams' s family, I thought it but 
civil. (agreeably to the fooliſh cuſtom 
which then prevailed) to ſalute the 
young ladies. Miss J udith very pru- 
dently gave me ber cheek ; but little 
Flora offered ber ruby lips, and met 
me more than half way with a warmth 
that ſurpriſed Ww. 

Indeed, continued Eugenius, 2. 
cannot but think the baniſhing this 
abſurd method of taking leave of a 
common acquaintance, as one inſtance 
of the improved politeneſs of the 
preſent age, which I contend for. 1 

Upon my word, ſaid 1; though 
you may chink i it a paradox, I ſhould 
rather conſider it as a mark of the 
improved licentiouſneſs of the preſent 

| | . of age. 
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age. In the days of our anceſtors, a 
kiſs from a pretty woman was thought 
no ſmall degree of luxury: but our 
young men, now-a-days, have gene- 
| rally, by the time they g grow up, been 
admitted to greater freedoms v with i che 


.0 ; 
ex; 5 and "therefore think 5 like 


CES 


ty +4 arp? 


more inſipid than a formal ſalute bs 


fore company : and this, perhaps, is 
the cauſe that the, cuſtom ; Is grown. ob- 


ws: - 


—— by 


ſolete. 


* „ * 


Well, fays * =: 5m 1 is an 
inference which I ſhould not have 


4 8 4 —— 


expected from an ommickon of this 


* 


| piece of civility, 55 
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AvINeE . a tour to 
Matlock and the Peak of 
Derbyſhire, continued Eugenius, 'T 


returned to Oxford after the long 
vacation, with an intention, of taking 


2 


a degree, and. engaging in one of t] - 
learned profeſſions. Burt, by the death 
of an uncle who. had been in trade in 


17 6h 'Þ hw Biba 1 


London, and who died unmarried, I 
found myſelf in poſſeſion of —<— 
10,0001. in the public funds ; ſub- 
ject only to an annuity of twenty 


pounds a year to an old houiekceper 


of my uncle ON 


* 


| Being 
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Being now quite my on maſter, 
and my mother conſenting | to it, [ re- 
ſolved to ing pige my curiofty, in 
making the tour of Europe : which, 
| however, I did. in my « own way—travel- 
ling i in the public vehicles, and halting, 
wherever Ifound the country agreeable, 
in ſome cheap village, or provincial 
toyn—ſurveying, as 4 mere ſpectstor, 
the manners of the people. At Ge⸗ 
neva, and in Switzerland, I ſpent a 
whole year; and viſited moſt of the 
parts of Italy which had been joha- 
bited, or were deſcribed, by t the claſtic 


en 


writers: : and returned home through 


part of Germany, and the towns on 
the Rhine, after almoſt four years, ab- 


09. 1 


ſence. | 
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Being in London the winter after 
wy return from the Continent, one 
evening after the play, at Nando's 
Coffee-houſe, I was eating a Welch 
rabbit, as it is called (though why a 
piece of toaſted cheeſe ſhould be com- 
Pared to a rabbit, rather than to a 
pork grifkin, I cannot conceive) when, 
in the next box, a thin, genteel man 
exclaims to one that ſate by him, 
« This is a confounded lye, to my 
knovlege, for 1 came out of North 
Wales but laſt Monday, and no ſuch 
inundation had then taken Place.” 5 
As the gentleman ſpoke this aloud, 
it gave me an opportunity of Join- 


ing in "the converſation. 1 took oc- 


caſion to enquire ſomething or other 
tes Rk 
5 about 
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about t that” part of Wales; : and par- 
"ticularly, whether theg Gentleman, knew 
A place called The Golden Vale. Up- 
08 "which: he ald, that he bad "the 
"honour to "be an inhabitant of that 
beaut ful 5 ot. The i ent he faid 
"this, 16805 b b dor Areſs ar an. more 


accurate friſure made a conf derable 


* alteration if in his appearance, 12 imme- 

: de cle him to be Mr. 
Hamileon, whom 1 had ſeen only once 
at governor Howel's. He had. not the 
leaſt remembrance of me; having only 

ſeen me amid that group of "gentry : 
bur upon” my ling him that 1 had 


Na 28. 599 


ſpent Free weeks at Mr. Williams' 5, 
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he then recollected that circumſtance; j 


5 1 Fr? 231 


bot ſaid, there had been a oreat revo- 
3 lution 
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th Being in London the winter after 
wy return from the Continent, one 
evening after the play, at Nando's 
Coffec-houſe, 1 was eating a Welch 
rabbit, as it is called (though why a 
piece of toaſted cheeſe ſhould be com- 
pared to a rabbit, rather than to a 
pork griſkin, I cannot conceive) when, 
| in the next box, a thin, genteel man 
erclaims to one that ſate by him, 
45 This is a confounded lye, to my 
knowlege,; ; for I came out of North 
Wales bur laſt Monday, and no ſuch 
inundation had then taken place.” ” 
As the gentleman ſpoke this aloud, 


| it gave me an opportunity of Join- 
Ts 8 che converſation. I took oc- 


6 to an ſomething or other 
wht 5 K 
| about 
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"about that” part of Wales | and par- 
"ticularly, whether Es Gentleman knew 
Aa place called The Golden Vale. Up- 
on "which: he ſaid; that he had "the 
konour to be an inhabitant of that 
beauf iful fp ot.—The t motnent he faid 


"this, NS. 80 1 dreſs and more 
accurate friſure made a conf derable 
"alteration 3 in his! appearance, 1 imme- 


8 dliately AY him to be Mr. 
"Hamilton, whom 1 bad ſeen only once 
at governor | Howel's. He had. not the 
"Jl remembrance of me; having only 
ſeen me : amidlf t that group of Sentry: 


"bur v u pon my telling him that | had 
(37.93 4 2 
ſpent Ahrer weeks at Mr. Williams' $, 


11228 l * „ 


he then recollected that circumſtance; ; 


} 1 N 


but ſaid, there had been a great revo- 


2 lution 
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lution in that neighbourhood fince 
the. time 1 mentioned; F and, chat the 


4 1 „iini 


convivial. ſociety, | Which then inha- 


bited the Golden Vale, were all dit. 
perſed and gone. 15 "his raiſed. my 
curioſity; and upon my begging him 
to inform me of partic\ culars, | he an- 


TY D3 0 e 1114 
ſwered: 


% 8 1 
1 d 811 


That the governor, as they called 


2 919. 
him, partly for the education c of his 
children, and partly x. from prudential 7 
motives, had taken 4 ſmall houſe i in 


Shrewſbury, and had lett his own, with 
the eſtate, to a farmer. 

That the admiral, being a cripple 
"with the gout, he believed was gone to 
ſettle in Bath. 5 


3 
125 4 * 


— 3... Ws. 


an 


f VF 
f 5 % 
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an unlucky accident, and got his, maid 
with child; and, as they heard, Was 
ſettled . a e in the north df 
Ireland. 1 — 2 
That captain „Seile, not lth 
a conſtitution for that jovial way of 
life, had been in a bad ftate of health, 
and put himſelf under the care of 
Dr. Daffy; who having made a new 
diſcovery in the dietetic branch of 
phyſic, would have taught Spindle to 
live without eating.” But when the 
doctor aſſured him he had almoſt per- 
fected his cure, death OA an end to the 


15 
a » 


A. 


experiment. 0 „nig od 20 
Chief e been em- 
upel to make captainSpindle's Will; 
and n Spindle had no near rela- 
E 6 tion, 
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btion, thought he might Bonęſtiy give his 
fortune to himſelf, as an intimate 
friend; which, by a little dextrous ma- 
nagement, he eaſily effected. But the 
fraud being diſcovered by the heir at 
a the ef. chief ping ron was in 
$0946 High 14 Arle Dr. Dafy, 
Mr. Hamilton faid,,, be ſtill laughed 
and grew fat; but, he feared, was 
ſome what dropſically diſpoſed, being 
troubled with a continual zbirf, which 
no quantity of liquor could quench. 
Dur only remaining neighbours 
of the Aborigines, or old inhabitants 
of the Vale, continued Mr. Hamilton, 
are your friend Williams's family: 
FRY their eldeſt daughter is mar- 
9 ried, 
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ried, and the younger ſent to ſchool by 
her aunt ſomewhere near London; and 
your friend, -youpg Wilbams, being in 
orders, now ſerves our pariſh church, 
and two more in the neighbourhood.” 

. I was a little diſcopcerted a 
ſtrange revolution amongſt oy + 
friends of the Golden Vale, in ſo fey 
years ; and could. not avoid reflecting 
upon the tranſient condition of human 
enjoyments, eſpecially when not regu- 
lated by prudenee, en en r ws | 
moderation. I or Vimeo 
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HE Bert morning. continued 

Eugenius Mr. Hamilton and 
EL, wa again at Nando's (which was 

then a coffee-houſe of genteel reſort); 
and he himſelf having, in the younger 
part of his life, viſited moſt parts of 
Europe, we became, by degrees, ex- 
tremely intimate, I found Mr. Ha- 


milton a man of univerſal reading 
and general knowledge. He was a 
polite ſcholar, as well as a polite man; 
and as enthuſiaſtic an admirer of ro- 

mantic 
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man. proſpects, and the beauties. of 


141 1 


nature, as myſelf; which, indeed, had 


induced km to, purchaſe and d ſettle. in 
the Golden Vale, though the- chief 


part of ig. Ware lay NIE: the 


Metropolis. r 

Hefe d days before Mr. Hamilig 
vent out of town, he told me, one 
morning, that he w was going to make 


OTH; 14 414] 11 44 + 


rf $9.98. Ne W illiams's fiſter,; 


2 0 # ut © 


ho, 1.1569 lefted, had married. a rich 


| tradeſman, in the eity, but. You nOW-A 


| widow ;. to whom Mr, Hamilton to! af 


fered to introduce me, AS a friend, of 


5 


* 


her nephew” 8. "Young Williams and 


3197 


4 having kept up no correſpondence 
for three or four years, I had no 8158: 


$- 2K W 12 11 4 


L134 


curioſity o commence a new acquaint 


ance 


[ 


i © x-us 
"ance of that kintovt of einplaiſaic 
to Mr. Hamilton, "Kwever, Lie 
would acbompany ene 
When we gt thither, Ze gp were 
taken by a fmart foòtman into a gen- | 
* el dining room; and the old lady, af. 
ter a decent ſpace of tine; dime in to 
us, attended by a” young lady, in” an 
elegant diſhabille, of a "moſt ſtriking 
appearance, an and polite addreſs, 1 fixed 
my eyes upon ner Wirk Touch an Ardent 
etrioſtty, as prevented her from ifting 
\ ub ker "Fes chatte he's but when 
| 'the had'che tourag I ook me 15 the 
ace; "Ker © cheeks were inftancly tinged | 
Wirk à crit mon bluſh; Which ak nitely 


01 
ä heightened" her Wee and was ex- 


| 1110 


preſfive of the greateſt Nbösiftth⸗ 


4 FT 


ee Upon 


9 
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Upon Mr. Hamilton? 8 announcing 


my name, Mrs. Banksreceived me with 
great good- nature; and turning to the 
young lady, " You and Miſs * lora,” 

faid ſhe, © are old acquaintance, I be- 
lieve.“ This intelligence. was unne- 
ceſſary, Ii imagine, with regard to the 
young lady 5 but not to me, who with 
the utmoſt aſtoniſhment beheld my 
little rural nymph, F lora Williams, 
whom not five years | before I had ſeen a 
mere Welch mauntaineer, transformed 


| | 
into one of the. moſt accom ompliſhed&e_4 ->s5 | 


young wornen 1 had almoſt ever 


3 i» 8 b 47s 
ks # 


ſeen, 4 
Upon my obſerving to Mis. will 
liams, after ſome introductory conver- 


lation, how much ſhe was grown, and 
how 


4 . | 


2 4 Ht =4 | 
cr 
Ex. 5 | 


F 


9 EUGENIUS. 

how greatly improved, Gpce we went 
angling together in the Golden Vale; ; 
her aunt, who (having herſelf made 
a ſudden tranſition from a narrow for- 
tune to a very affluent one) was 
thoroughly ſenſible of the advantages 
and comforts artending her preſent 


1 


firuation, | aid, that young women, 
wb had nothing but their improve- 
ments to depend upon, ſtood but a bad 
chance to get themſelves huſbands 
now-a-days : : bur, as ſhe had no chil- 
dren, of her own, ſhe faid ſhe had 
adopted F lora Williams; ; and had not 
only given her a genteel education, but 
would give her ſomething more ſub- 
ſantial, to | make the oaths boil. 


3 Þ > a 


* ; 11 94 FS Poor 
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Poor Flora again bluſhed at her 
aunt's want of delicacy.3 neither Was 
ſhe much relieved by Mr. Hamilton's 
polite ſpeech, That no man deſerved 
Miſs Williams, who did not think her 
fine petſon and accompliſhments, a ſuf- 
ficient or rather A moſt 24 pe por- 
tion, 

As Mr. tendons e to re- 
turn into the country in a day or two, 
he aſked Mrs. Banks, whether ſne 
had any commands to her friends in 
Wales. She thanked him, but ſaid 
ſhe hoped to be there herſelf with: * 
niece in a month's time. 
When we had taken our leave, an 
were returning to our ſeveral engage- 
ments, Mr. Hamilton preſſed me to go 
ri and 


and ſpend a month with him, and re- 
new my acquaintance with the Dryads 
and Fauns of the Golden Vale. — Tho 
I was ſufficiently inclined to accept of 
Mr. Hamilton's invitation, yet I con- 
feſs that the pleaſure I propoſed in 
"renewing my acquaintance with Miſs 
Flora Williams, operated more pow- 
erfully with me now, than thoſe 

imaginary nymphs, and other poe- 
tical inhabitants, of that Arcadian 
ſcene.— However, I could not at pre- 
ſent leave London; neither could 1 
have gone to Mr. Hamiltonꝰs, ſo:as to 
make that my principal viſit, without 
appearing to flight my old friend Wil- 


liams. But I promiſed him, that, as 
I ſhould certainly go to my friend 
bas Williams's 


Williams's before the ſummer was 
over, I would not fail to ſpend a few 
days with Mr. Hamilton before I left 
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\ S I had now made an acquaint- 
ance with Mrs. Banks, and 
received a very civil invitation to re- 
peat my viſits, I was by no means 
ſparing of my attendance: and the 
more I ſaw of Miſs Williams, the more 
I admired and was aſtoniſhed at the 
knowledge of the world, and of books, 
which ſhe ſeemed to have acquired in 

ſo few years. | 7 
I became every day more ena- 
moured both with her perſon and 
with the delicacy of her manners, But 
5 a _ what 


EG e 
what made her improvement in the lat. 
ter reſpect the more ſurpriſing, was, 
that although, during her receſs from 
the boarding-ſchool, ſhe had converſed 
ſo much with her uncle and aunt (Who, 
indeed, were good ſort of people ; but, 
by what J could learn of her late un- 
cle, he was the very counterpart of his 
wife in the vulgarity of his ideas) yet 


Flora Williams had kept her mind 


unſullied, and her ſentiments untainted, 
by that intercourſe. But as vulgar 
minds imbibe every thing that is mean 
and vulgar from thoſe they converſe 
with; ſo young people of natural de- 
licacy, and a good taſte, collect and 


appropriate every thing that is in 
the leaſt amiable, or really valuable, 
1 from 


— —— — —ñ—— . —Eꝶ-—j row 0n<- nes A 
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from the moſt *exceptionable charac- 


ter 8. 


As Mrs. Banks left Landon: about 
the end of June, I immediately found 
a kind of void in my breaſt, which 
made the town appear deſerted: and 


about the middle of July, having made 
my mother a ſhort viſit, and previouſly 


informed young Williams of my in- 
tention to ſpend a week or fortnight 
with them, I ſet out for North 


Wales. 


On my 8 to the Golden 


Vale, I was ſurpriſed to ſee. a great 


improvement in the roads. Thoſe, 
which before were hardly paſſable for 
a ſingle horſe, were now widened ſo as 


to a nn, for carriages of. every 
11015 2 kind: 


— 
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kind: and where one hardly ſaw a 
traveller in a month, I now met ſeveral 
pack-horſes, and two or three buſy 
people, going to or coming from the 

Vale. And as ſoon as I had paſſed 
the ridge of rocks, which give a diſ- 
tant view of it, I ſaw ſeveral new cot- 
rages and other buildings lately erected; 
| which, though they added little to the 
beauty of the proſpect, gave it an 
appearance of cheerfulneſs and in- 
duſtry. e 

- When I came to Mr, Williams's, 
I met with the ſame cordial reception 
which I had done in my former viſit. 
I had alſo the pleaſure of being tole- 


rably well received by Mrs. Banks 
and Miſs Flora Williams : though the 
„ former, 
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former, I found, as ſoon as ever ſhe 
arrived, had been _ inquiſitive about 
my fortune. 

Young Williams alſo informed me, 
as Mr. Hamilton had done before, 
that he himſelf ſerved three churches 
in the neighbourhood, for the con- 


venience of living with his father and 1 
mother ; and added, moreover, that G 
being now upon an intimate footing 1 
with Mr. Hamilton's family (who, he 1 


ſaid, were moſt amiable people) it ren! 
dered his ſituation _y way de- 
n. 


— 
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VHE' morning after my arrival, 
aid Eugenius, young Wil- 
llanis ſent his compliments to Mr. 
Hamilton and family, to inform chern, 
chat if they were diſengaged, he and 
his ſiſter would wait on them, and ſhew 
me the way to the South Rocks, which 
was the name of Mr. Hamilton; $ 
place. i eee 

When we got thither, we found the 
family i in the room with the bow-win- 
dow; not ſitting in form, to expect us, 
225 oy {ippoſe;” but all differently 


7 F 2 employed. 
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employed. Mrs. Hamilton, who was an 
elegant woman, apparently not much 
above forty, with two of her daughters 
who were grown up, were working at 
ſome finer ſort of needle- work; and 
the youngeſt, who ſeemed about ſixteen, 
was reading to them; Mr. Hamilton, 
with his younger ſon, who, was a lad 
of fourteen, were ſtudying the globes 
in a corner of the room. 

Mr. Hamilton immediately aged 
his pupil, and introduced me to the reſt 
of the family. The youngeſt Miſs 
Hamilton threw down her book, took 

Mis Williams by the hand, and ſeated 
her next herſelf, ern great e 
and affability. 285 1 985 


£ As Mr. Hamilton knew a me to be a 
paſſionate 
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paſſionate'admirer of the Golden Vale, 
our con verſation naturally turned up- 
on the alteration which it had under- 


gone ſince my former viſit in that 


neighbourhood. I ſhould have in- 


veighed bitterly againſt the encroach- 


ments of art on the ' prerogative of 
nature,-and have condemned - ſeveral 
aukward buildings and ſtraight-lined 


* 


garden walls which had been lately 


erected, —but young Williams had 
given me an hint of what Mr. Ha- 
milton himſelf now began upon; that 
| * 


he had partly project d, ; 4 MN . 
ly encouraged, a manufactory of wool. 


len ſtuffs, which were common in ſome 
other parts of Wales; and which em- 


ployed che poor, raiſed the value of 
25 F 3 : their 
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their lands, and increaſed population, 
by finding à ſubſiſtence for. ſeveral 
induſtrious families, who had by de- 
grees ſettled in, or in the neighbour- 
hood of, the valley. Mr. Hamilton 
himſelf, indeed, made a kind of apo- 
logy for the uncouth and artificial 
appearance of thoſe ſttuctures, to 
which he was as great an enemy a8 1 
could be; but that matters of taſte 
thould be only of ſecondary conſidera- 
tion, and muſt frequently give git 
to convenience and utilitxf 
fs ſoon almoſt; as we were. ang 
1; had: caught dhe two eldeſt Miſs 
Hamiltons ſurveying me and Miſs 
Williams with great attention; and 
then caſting an N at each 


other, 
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other, as if they had marked us out as 
deſtined to a mutual attachment. 

The Miſs. Hamiltons ( eſpecially 
Miſs Caroline and Miſs Louiſa, the 
two youngeſt) were fine young women, 
but in a ſtyle of beauty very different 
from Flora Williams; proceeding in 
ſome meaſure, perhaps, from their 
different treatment in their infancy 
and in their tender years. As the 
latter had been ſuffered to run wild, 
and even ſometimes to aſſiſt in their 
domeſtic employments, ſhe had ac- 
quired, together with the bloom of 
high health, rather too ruddy a com- 
plexion; and a leſs delicate frame than 
the Miſs Hamiltons, who had been 
confined to the nurſery; or reſtrained 
to their morning and evening walks; 
F 4 ' or 
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or dancing among themſelves, which 
Mrs. Hamilton always encouraged, as 


an healthy and genteel exerciſe. - 


- Miſs Anne, the eldeſt Miſs Hamil- 
ton, had ſomething of ſtatelineſs and 


reſerve, which pleaſed me leſs than the 
eaſe and freedom of the two youngeſt. 


But Williams affured me, that when 


better known, ſhe was a charming 
young woman : and indeed I perceived 
that he was quite prepay to Miſs Ha- 
mio!,! N F 

When we took our Aids, Mr. Ha- 
milton ſaid to young Williams, that 
al chough they never made formal vi- 
fits, as he knew, they would come 
ſometimes and take a walk in their 


8 of the * 1 And, * added he, 


oi tho? 
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* tho' you have deprived me of the 
pleaſure of having your friend Euge- 
nius for my gueſt, as [ expected, I ſhall 
inſiſt upon his ſpending part of his 
time at the South Rocks (ſo they cal- 
led their houſe), as we can ſhew him 
ſeveral beautiful ſpots which we have 
diſcovered; unknown, perhaps, even to 
the natives of the Golden Vale.” pits 
: "Young: Williams replied, that he 

himſelf was obliged to go a journey 
for a few days, the following week ; 
and, if agreeable, would reſign his 
friend to their care for that time. 
Mr. Hamilton ſaid; that would be par- 
ticularly agrecable to them, as they 
expected their eldeſt ſon home from a 
tour r which he had- made in the north. 
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| HEN. we firſt; came to Mr. 
| ' Hamilton? 8, We had feen an | 


hired: chaiſe in the yard and as we 
now paſſed by the back parlour, we 
ſaw a middle-aged gentle woman, and 
a very young girl with. her, to whom 
Mrs. Hamilton ſeemed to liſten with 
great attention. Me had no opportu- 
nity of enquiring, at that time, who 
they were; but as young Williams 


made frequent . viſits; at the South 
ann, he walked thither the next 


* 


s . 


3 morning, 


n t 
l 1 K > 
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morning, and brought the following 
intelligence: frag 

That the lady was governeſs of 
a boarcling-ſchool at Shrewſbury, 
where Miſs Louiſa Hamilton had 
gone to ſchool for a. year or two; 
and that knowing Mr. Hamilton's 
benevolent character, ſhe. had come 
to conſult him and Mrs. Hamilton 
about this young girl, who had been 
Miſs Louiſa's ſchool- fellow the whole 
time ſhe was there. Her name was Jen- 
ny Cradoc, and ſhe was the daughter of 
a very poor man and woman in ſome 
part of Sauth Wales; who having ſe- 
veral more children, had ſuffered: this 
girl, when ſhe was about eleven years 
old, and her ſiſter, who was fifteen, to 

| ſtroll and beg about the country. 
oa F 6 The 
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They were both fine, well-grown girls; 

and going to the door of one Mr. Mil- 
leſimus Jones, a country gentleman of 
good fortune, who, when he was in the 


Prime of life, having loſt a young 


wife, of whom he was fond to exceſs, 
could not bear to enter into any other 
connubial engagement; but becoming 
humble in his deſires, had indulged 
himſelf in very low amours: and fixing 
his eyes upon the elder of theſe two 
girls, though in rags, had taken them 


both into the houſe; clothed them de- 


cently; took the elder, without much 


reſiſtance, immediately to his bed; and 
ſent the other to ſchool at Shrewſbury: 


with what intention will hereafter 
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Mr. Jones, however, though fo li- 
centious in one reſpect, had not a bad 
heart; but having no ſettled principle 
either of religion or morality, he acted 
from mere caprice, or as inſtin& 
prompted him. Though he had ſe- 
duced the daughter, he provided for 
the father and mother, whom he ſettled 
in a ſmall farm; and he came regu- 
larly, once or twice a year, and paid 
for Jenny Cradoc's board, and in- 
ſpected her education: on which occa- 
ſion the poor girl, who felt © herſelf 
amongſt ſtrangers, would run to him 
as to a father, and careſs him with the 

moſt affectionate fondneſs. | 
As ſhe continued at ſchool, however, 
above four years, and was now near 
f ſixteen 
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ſixteen years ald, Mr. Jones, in one or 
two of the laſt viſits which he made 
her, talked to ber in ſuch a manner, 
and taok ſuch extraordinary freedoms: 
with her perſon, as not only alarmed, 
but greatly ſhocked her; for, young 
28 ſhe was when. fhe was firſt ſent to 
fchool, ſhe was not ignorant upon 
what footing her fiſter lived with Mr. 
Jones: and as the governeſs, who was a 
very good and worthy woman, had in- 
- ſtilled very good principles: into her 
tender mind, ſhe could not reflect 
upon her: ſiſter's ſituation without a 
mixture of pity and deteſtation. She 
could not forbear, therefore, complain. 
iog to one of the teachers'{ who bom- 
municatedi it to the governeſs) of Mr. 


i 
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Janes's behaviour to her; and Jenny 
Cradoc herſelf told the governeſs, that 
Mr. Jones intended, as ſoon as the 


quarter was expired, to ſend for her 0 


his own houſe; whither, however, the 
added, ſhe Was determined, whatever 
W be the conſequence, never to 


10111 


89. 11% Mi at 47 4h 
wn The govergeſs (Pho bad long enter. 
tained ſome ſuſpicions of Mr. Jones - s 
bad intentions) upon this intelligence, 
talbedite Jenny Cradoc further upon 
the ſubject, and aſked. her what courſe 
ſhe intended, to: purſye, che replied, 
that ſhe would go into the meaneſt 


ſervice rather than return to Mr. 
Jones's, of whoſe wicked deſigns ſhe 


had not the een to doubt. The 


 - governels 
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governeſs encouraged her in this vir- 
tuous reſolution; and ſaid ſhe would be 
upon her guard. if Mr. Jones ſhould 
either come or ſend for her; and would 
endeavour to procure her a protection 
from” their wicked * attempts, if ſhe 
| thought it "neceſſary." But,“ ſays 
ſhe, © do you imagine your father and 
of would not ſecure you from 


; 5 22 
8 „ FW | 


Mr. Jones” s power? 
. Ah b replies Miſs Cradoc, 0 tho* 


my "Father, 1 Know, was at firſt very 
15 with my ſiſter for pielding 10 
ing Jones' 8 ſolicitations=yer as my 
mother was gained ovet entirely by his 
preſents, and a promiſe | to ſet them vp 
im a ſmall dairy farm, he was forced to 
fubmit, as my mother does whatever 
ſhe pleaſes with my father.” 


Well, 
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Well, on the firſt of Auguſt, when 
Miſs Cradoc's quarter ended, Mr. 
Jones ſent her mother in a poſt - chaiſe 
to pay for her board, and bring her 
away. — She was a bold, maſculine wo- 
man; and, as ſoon as the governeſs ap- 
peared, ſaid ſhe was come to fetch 
away her daughter, and to pay her Sill. 
The governeſs ſaid, Miſs Cradoc ſhould 
wait upon her immediately. = Well, 
but firſt let me have _ till; 1 have 
got money to pay it,“ ſaid Mrs. 
Cradoc.— I don't ad ” ſaid the 
governeſs, if you come from Mr. 
Jones, but that you can diſcharge ſuch 
a trifle as Miſs Cradoc's account.”— 
Such a trifle, do you call it? I think 
fourteen pounds a. year. for a little 


victuals 1 5 
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victuals and drink, is no ſuch trifle; 
and our Jenny has a poor ſtomach, and 
would never eat much fleſh meat. 


The governeſs ſmiled at the woman's 
meanneſs and ignorance, rung the 
bell, and bade the * ſend f in * 
Cradoe. n 
As ſoon as the mother faw "IA 
come, fays ſhe, pack up your 
things; you have had ſchooling 
enough z—it: is time you ſhould: d 
| ſomething 1 now: but you are too fine, 
I ſuppoſe, to live with us; you mult | 
go and keep the *fquire's . houſe, as 
your fiſter did“ Why; Madam,“ 
ſays Mifs Cradac, * if my ſiſter is his 
houſekeeper, what uſe can I be of? 
O ho ' ſays Mrs. Cradoc, your 
R | ſiſter 


ſiſter has a houſe of her own to keep 
now ; ſhe is married to a topping ap 
ty-cary, and lives like a queen. 
Well, Madam,” replies Jenny Cra- 
0 4 ſhould be glad to live with 
you ad my father, but I will never go 
to live with Mr. Jones.“ This ſpi- 
rited anfwer provoked the mother ſo 
much, that her eyes ſtruck fire, and 
ſne gave her daughter a Box on the ear; 
and would have repeated her violence, 
if the governeſs had not rung the belb 
again, and bade the maid take care of 
Miſs. Cradoc; whe (as the plan had 
previouſly been laid) condutted her 
out at the garden gate to an old 
lady of fortune inthe town, to whom 
the governeſs had related her ſitua- 
ö tion; 
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tion and who, from mere compaſſion, 
was determined, if poſſible, to ſave a 
young creature from deſtruction. 
Mrs. Cradoc now paid the bill (to. 
which the governeſs had no objection)- 
and ſaid her daughter ſhould not ſtay a 
moment longer in a houſe, where ſne 
Was taught to fly in her mother's face, 
and diſobey her parents. 
The governeſs being now * 
wa ebe mother, told her that the was 
not ignorant of the manner in which 
her other daughter had lived with, Mr. 
Jones; and that her daughter Jane 
was ſo thoroughly convinced of his 
wicked intentions with regard to her- 
ſelf, that ſhe had put herſelf, under the 
en of a rich and powerful fa- 
N 
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wih in Sbreuoſbury; and would never 
conſent to go to Mr. Jones“ s, and ſub- 
mit to the ſcandalous way of life in 
which her ſiſter had lived ; but would 
ſooner go into the meaneſt ſervice, or 
even beg her bread, than ger a liveli- 
hood by the ſacrifice ad her i innocence 
and virtue. | ne 
T bis ſpeech made the old lady out- 
rageous, who faid ſhe would make the 
governeſs produce her daughter, or 

ſtand to the conſequences ;—that if oe 
had not money to go to law, ſqu ire 
| Jones had, and he would not mind a 
thouſand pounds to do her juſtice. 
„Here,“ ſays ſne, we have hired a 
po- bay, and T am come forty miles to 
fetch my own daughter, to no pur- 

2 poſe !— 
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poſe ! — But,” ſays ſhe, if ſhe is in 
the houſe, I'll fetch her down ſtairs, 
and let any body ſtop ber at their 


peril!” . bees ern e 
, "The governeſs eGured, her that ſhe 
was not any longer i in the houſe;, but 
had gone gut, and voluntarily — 
drawn herſelf, to avoid the effects of 
her reſentment; as Miſs Jenny was too 

big to be treated in that manner. 
This put Mrs. Cradoc in ſuch a 
rage, tbat che governeſs began to fear 
ſne would treat her in the ſame manner 
ſhe-had done her daughter. She there- 
fore again called the ſervant, and 
aſked Mrs. Cradoc whether ſne would 
refreſh herſelf with bit of bread and a 
glaſs of wine. But ſhe, anſwering, in 
the 


x" Þ 
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the ſame indignant ſtyle, the governeſs 


then ſaid, ſne would order her poſt- 


chaiſe, if ſne would give her leave. 
In ſhort, after a great deal of ſtorm- 
ing, and dreadful menaces of law and 
vengeance, the marched off alone as ſhe 
came. bf 13 5 


The governeſs, however, being ap- 
prehenſive, that as the young girl was 


committed to her care by Mr. Jones, 
he might legally demand her at her 
hands —or that he might himſelf come, 
and perhaps take her by force — ſhe, as 
I obſerved, having long known Mr. 
Hamilton's generous ſpirit, and that 
he took a pleaſure in aſſiſting the diſ- 
treſſed, had brought over Jenny Cra- 


doc, and conſulted him how to act.— 
He 
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He adviſed her to leave her with them, 
as ſhe would be concealed from their 
enquiries in his retired ſituation ; and 
ſaid, the governeſs, he thought, had 
nothing to fear, as the young woman 
was of an age to judge for herſelf, 
and had voluntarily withdrawn herſelf 
from her mother's ill uſage.—This was 
the intelligence which young Williams 
brought from Mr, Hamilton's. 


EUGENITUS. 12 
c H AP. XVIII. 


T was impoſſible for a young 
| man, as I then was, continued 
Eugenius, to be under the ſame roof, 
and to converſe daily, with Flora Wil- 
liams, and not to yield to the ſolicita- 
tions of delire, excited by ſo lovely a 
perſon ; or not to feel a more delicate 
paſſion, inſpired by the ſweetneſs of 
her diſpoſition, and ſimplicity of her 
manners. And, at jthe ſame time, I 
had ſome reaſon to flatter myſelf that 
Miſs Flora, even from our firſt ac- 
quaintance, had conceived an early 
Vol. I. G partiality 
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partiality in my favour. As young 
Williams, therefore, could not but 
haye obſerved the ſymptoms of a mu- 
tual paſſion between us, I thought it 
beſt to make him a confidant, and to 
conſult him on this affair; whom I had 
before acquainted with the conſider- 
able addition which had been made to 
the ſlender fortune which I ſhould in- 
herit from my parents. — He ſaid I 
might be aſſured of his beſt wiſhes, 
and that I was ſo great a favourite 
with his father and mother, that I 
ſhould meet with no difficulty on their 
part, —* But,“ added he, as my 
ſiſter is entirely dependant on my aunt 
for the chief part of her fortune, ſhe 
will of courſe be quite at her diſpo- 
lal: 


KY 
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ſal: and Iam afraid,” ſays Wil- 
liams, ©* my aunt is greatly prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in favour of ſome young mer- 

chant in London.? 
This threw a ſudden damp upon my 
hopes; as I had often met a young 
man, one Mr. Jonathan Scrip, at Mrs. 
Banks's, with whom I had of courſe 
made ſome little acquaintance. But 
though I knew he was a youth of con- 
ſiderable expectations (being nephew 
to a rich broker of that name) I knew 
alſo that he was not out of his ap- 
prenticeſhip by fome years; and, as 
I thought young Scrip neither of a 
perſon or underſtanding to pleaſe a 
girl of Miſs Williams's ſpirit and goog 
taſte, I had never viewed him with 
6 2 a jealous 
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a jealous eye, or ſuſpected him for a 
rival. 
I was determined, however, as I 
found I had friends in the family, to 
make the beſt uſe of my time while 1 
: was in the country; and endeavour to 
make a lodgment in the fortreſs of 
Flora's heart, which her good aunt 
ſhould not find it an eaſy matter, with 
all her artillery of prudential maxims, 
or her pompous diſplay of mercantile 
grandeur, to diſlodge. 
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. 


The Farm Yard. 


NNE afternoon young Williams, 
Miſs Flora, and myſelf took a 
walk of three miles to viſit their elder 


ſiſter, who had married a wealthy far- 
mer, a Mr. Owen, with about an hun- 
dred pounds a year free land, 

When we came near the houfe, Miſs 
Flora would have run before, to ap- 
prize her ſiſter of our approach; as 
ſhe ſaid we ſhould certainly find her 
in a diſhabille. To this, however, I 

A024 would 
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would by no means conſent, as 1 
wiſhed to ſee my old acquaintance 
transformed into a farmer's wife. 
When we came to the gate, I looked 
over, and ſaw what was to me a very 
pleaſing picture, in the ſtyle of Ber- 


ghem. 


The maid was milking the cows un- 


der the ſhade of an old elm, where the 


patient animals were aſſembled, gently 
ruminating, and waiting in their turns 
to be eaſed of their ſalubrious bur- 
then :—a little boy and girl were feed- 
ing the poultry ; and in a chair at the 
door Mrs. Owen was ſitting, with a 
Madona air, hanging over and ſuck- 
ling her child. Tit, 
If the ladies were thoroughly ſenſible 
of 
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of the beauty of that attitude and the 
infinite advantages, both to themſelves 
and to their children, of that indiſpen- 
able duty one would think it impoſſi- 
ble for them to reſign that pleaſure to 
a mercenary woman; who may (and 
fear often does) communicate diſeaſe 
and bad temper to the moſt healthy 
infants, 

Though Mrs, Owen retained no- 
thing more of her boarding-ſchool 
education than the gold wires in her 
ears,—yet, thus properly employed, 
ſhe appeared to me ſuperior t to a lady of 
the firſt rank, dreſſed out at a rout or 
a card-table, 

Mrs. Owen ſtarted up at the fight 
of us, covering her boſom, and gather- 
G 4 ing 
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ing up her hair, which hung in ringlets 
over her neck ; and ran in to adjuſt 
her dreſs. | 

Flora Williams began to make apo- 
logies for her ſiſter, as ſhe had three 
children to take care of, and a dairy 
to inſpect, and manage a large family, 
and the like. 5 

My dear Miſs Williams, ſaid I, 
don't-you yet know me better? that I 
am a zealous and conſtant votary of 
| nature, and an enthuſiaſtic admirer of 
all her operations and productions — 
How beautiful is each motion and at- 
titude of theſe animals !—the hen, 
anxious to point out the grain to her 
infant progeny— the playful gambols 
of thoſe heifers, and their unaffected 

: | ſurpriſe 
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ſurpriſe at the approach of ſtrangers.— 
I had rather ſee you, Flora, lovely as 
you now are, in the ſame ſituation with 
your ſiſter, than dreſſed for the play 
or the Lady Mayoreſs's ball. She was 
employed virtuouſly and with pro- 
priety, which is always pleaſing.—If I 
were to fall in love with a cook maid, 
it would be when ſhe was beating up the 
fire with her poker, or winding up the 
jack; and not when ſhe was ſtuck out 
on a Sunday with her fan and ſcoured 
ſilk gown, and ſtudying airs at the 
parlour looking-glaſs. _ 

Mrs. Owen now appeared, and gave 
us ſome tea, and a quart bowl of | 
cream ſtrewed with brown ſugar. 
But the moſt delicious treat I enjoyed, 


G5 | while 
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while young Williams walked out to 
look after his brother-in-law, and Mrs. 
Owen' was buſy with her family, was 
half a quarter of an hour's e a tte 
with Flora Williams.—After fixing a 
day for Mrs. Owen to bring her chil- 
dren to her father's, we took our leave, 
and had a delightful walk home. In 
the company of a friend, and of ſo 
amiable a female companion, the mere 


| clouds, gilded by the ſetting ſun—the 


purple tint of the mountains—the 
ſtillneſs of the evening, ſweetly enli- 
vened by the thrilling notes of the 
nightingale—all conſpired to produce 
that tranquillity of ſoul, which is the 
height of human felicity. _ 


* 
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\ ARLY on the next Monday 
morning, young Williams ſet out 

on his journey: and as Miſs Williams 
and myſelf had riſen to take leave of 
him, I had luckily the pleaſure of be- 
ing again half an hour alone with her; 
when the chief ſubject of our conver- 
ſation was my removal to Mr. Hamil- 
-ton's, which was ſettled to take place 
that day, before dinner. I faw, with 
a mixture of pleaſure and concern, 
ſome ſparks of jealouſy in poor Flora, 
though concealed under an affected in- 

G 6 difference. 
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difference, —* I wiſh my aunt would 
come down to breakfaſt,” cried Miſs 
Williams, You are impatient for 
your tea then,” ſaid 1. No, I am 


not impatient; but you will be impa- 
tient, I ſuppoſe, to be gone to Mr. 
Hamilton's,”—* Ah, Flora,” ſaid I, 
** why are you. ſo diſingenuous as to 
ſuppoſe that I ſhould wiſh to leave 
my preſent enchanting ſituation?“ 
: *-Nay,” faid ſhe, © it does not con- 
cern me in the leaſt: you know your 
Principal motive for coming into the 
country, was to make a viſit to Mr. 
Hamilton; and certainly their family, 
and ſtyle of life, muſt be much more 


agreeable to. your taſte than the way 
which we live in; and, 70 be ſure, Mr. 
and 
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and Mrs. Hamilton are very polite, 
ſenſible people.“ You ſay nothing 
of the young ladies then,” ſaid I. Poor 
Flora bluſhed; and the maid. luckily 
coming into the room with the prepa- 
rations for breakfaſt, relieved her from 
a ſlight diſtreſs, and put an end to our 
confabulation. 

As I felt a reluctance in quitting, 
even for a few days, the happy .reſi- 
dence of Miſs Williams, I did nat: ſer 
gut to Mr. Hamilton's till towards 
the middle of the day.—As I was 
taking leave of Mr. Williams's family, 
Mrs. Banks, in her good-natured, yul- 
gar way, bade me take care of my 
heart; for that I was going amongſt 


ſome very fine young ladies; and 
| great 
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great fortunes too, I ſuppoſe—at leaſt 
they ought to be ſo,” continued ſhe, 
** for I believe they know more of 
muſic and dancing, than how to cut 
out a ſhift, or to make a pudding,” 
While Mrs. Banks was running on 
thus, I mechanically caught a ſide 
view of Miſs Flora, whoſe eyes were 
caſt down; and I anſwered, that a 
traveller, who had no money to loſe, 
need not be afraid of robbers; which 
I believe every one, except Mis 
Williams, looked upon as words of 
courſe, nor ſuſpected any latent mean- 


Though I ſpeak of Mrs. Banks as 


a good-natured, vulgar woman, ſhe 
had naturally the good ſenſe of the fa- 


mily. 
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mily. But her mind was perverted by 
proſperity; and ſhe had no idea of 
happineſs, but in affluence and ſome 
degree of ſplendour :—and, conſcious 
of her own importance, ſhe aſſumed a 
privilege, on all occaſions, of uttering 
ſentiments which made her converſa- 
tion much leſs pleaſing than the plain 
ſenſe and ſimplicity of ber brother 
Williams, which had a propriety adapt- 
ed to his rank in life. N 
When I came to Mr. Hamilton's, I 
found the family employed in much 
the ſame manner as when we made our 


morning viſit; with only the addition 
of the eldeſt ſon, who had come the 
preceding night.— He feemed a gen- 
teel and good-natured young man; 

and 


* 


. ae 
and had taken up the book, and was 
reading to his mother and his three 
nee n 050 
lf The Sun being at its meridian height, 
| and the weather particularly hot, we 
could not. walk before dinner; but 
Mr. Hamilton took that opportunity 


of ſhewing me his houſe, and the im- 
provements which he had made about 
it, in the ſeven years ſince he had 
ſettled there. The houſe itſelf was 
not large; but whatever conveniences 
were wanted, he had run them up in 
an irregular manner. Yet the whole 
formed a group of buildings, though 
leſs plealing on a near view, yet more 
agreeable at a diſtance, than a regu- 
lar modern ſtructure z being ſituated 
amongſt 


4 » 
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amongſt trees, on the point of a rock, 


in a very ſtriking, pictureſque man- 


ner. 
The chief apartments were the ſa- 
lon, the library, and two parlours. 
The falon was the large room where 
they generally ſat ; which, as it com- 


manded a rich landicape from the bow- - 


window, and wanted no internal orna- 
ment, was furniſhed only with «/eful 
maps of the beſt kind—a general one 
of the whole world, and its four great 
diviſions ; and particular maps of the 
different nations of Europe. 

The library, though not large, was 
well ſtored with a ſelect number of the 
moſt original writers; as alſo with, 


hiſtories, and books of travels—and 
with 


— — — * 
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with biographical dictionaries, . and 
chronological tables, | 

A large parlour was adorned with a 
collection of good prints: but inſtead 
of the legendary ſtories which em- 
ploy the pencils of too many of our 
beſt painters, it conſiſted principally 
of the heads of men famous in every 
age and nation for genius or learning, 
arts or arms; with a brief hiſtory of 
each, engraved, or written with a _ 
on the lower margin. 


A fmaller parlour, on the back part 
of the houſe, which had no proſpect 
from the windows, was enlivened with 
a few pleaſing landſcapes ; moſt of 
them originals, the reſt copied from. 
tolerable maſters. 7 


J have 
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I have been the more particular in 
deſcribing the ſeveral apartments, on 
account of the' uſe Mrs. Hamilton 
made of them, in varying occaſionally 
their domeſtic ſcene. | 
When we came to table, continued 
Eugenius, Mrs. Hamilton ſaid ſhe 
would leave it to Mr. Hamilton to 
make her apologies, as he would not 
ſuffer her to make any addition to her- 
dinner on my account, | 
Mr. Hamilton ſaid, he ſhould not 
have taken the liberty of inviting me 
to his houſe, if he had not previouſly 
formed an opinion of my being 
enough of a philoſopher to reliſh 
their ſimple manner of life, — You 
will fee a great uniformity in our 
| bill 
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bill of fare,” added he, © every day. 
We have always fiſh, or ſoup —a 
joint of meat and either a pudding, 
or ſomething analogous to a pudding; 
I mean tarts, cheeſecakes, or blanc- 
mange, &c,—Mrs. Hamilton, what- 
ever ſhe may pretend, has added to- 
day, which on account of your arrival 
we conſider as a feſtrval, a ſingle diſh 
—which is that couple of ducks.— 
For you muſt know,“ added Mr. 
Hamilton, © in order to make ſome 
little variety in our retired: plan of 
life (without which every plan of life 
would become inſipid) we are great 
obſervers of feſtivals. But, inſtead of 
a Popiſh, or even a Proteſtant calen- 
dar, we have formed a domeſtic ca- 

lendar 
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lendar of our own: and I celebrate 
my daughter Anne's, or Caroline's, or 
Louiſa's birth-days, with more joy and 
true devotion, than a good Catholic 


does Saint Catherine's, Saint Agnes, or 


Saint Barbara's, or any of their mar- 
tyred or cloyſtered virgins. And by 
keeping my three daughters and my 
two ſons birth-days—mine and Mrs. 


Hamilton's wedding -· day with two or 


three more anniverſary feſtivals, we 
contrive once a month, or oftener, 
agreeably to vary the otherwiſe regu- 
Jar uniformity of our days, 

< But none of our domeſtic feſti- 


vals afford us a more agreeable va- 
riety,” added Mr. Hamilton, with his 
uſual politeneſs, © than the arrival of 
dents a friend, 
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a friend, or a ſtranger, of liberal ſenti- 
ments, and a cultivated taſte,” 5 
| Notwithſtanding the little apologies 
which Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 
thought proper to hint, our dinner 
conſiſted of every thing the beſt in its 
kind—fiſh well dreſſed, good mutton, 
and excellent ſallads, and other garden 
ſtuff— fruit pies, and the like. And Mr. 
Hamilton made a point of drinking the 
beſt wines, of the ſort, that could be 
pen | 
When we took our evening . 
the firſt object that engaged our atten- 
tion, was the alteration which the 
buildings appendant on the manufac- 
s had introduced in the Vale; 
n which ſubject Mr. Hamilton 
9 himſelf 
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himſelf thought proper a little to ex- 
patiate, Ne 

He repeated, what he had before ob- 
ſerved, that no one was a greater ad- 
mirer of the beauties of nature than 
himſelf; and that his principal motive 
for purchaſing the little eſtate and 
manſion where he lived, was the rich- 
neſs of the proſpect, and the pictu- 
reſque ſcenes which the country af- 
forded.— But,” ſays he, I found 
this and the neighbouring vallies 
peopled by a ſet of wretched, idle, un- 
employed, and of courſe thieviſh in- 
habitants ; many of whom had been 
rendered more diſſolute and corrupt 


by the gentlemen who lately inhabited 
the Golden Vale, Yet, upon trial, I 
found 


— 
* 


144 E UG E N IU Ss. 


found that theſe poor people might 
eaſily be civilized, and converted to uſe- 


ful members of ſociety: there were 


plenty of hands; and their labour, I 
knew, would be cheap. — Having, 
therefore, ſome knowledge of a very 
enterpriũng young man, in a neigh- 


bouring county, who had been bred to 
the buſineſs, I propoſed the ſcheme to 
him, of ſetting up a manufactory of 
| woollen ſtuffs, ſuch as are carried on 


in other parts of Wales ;—in' which 
project J have aſſiſted and encouraged 
him, and I do not doubt but he will 
ſucceed. 

He is alſo a ſort of factor for the 


poor people that ſubſiſt by knitting ; 


and as he gives them ready money for 


the 
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the product of their labour, ĩt encou- 
rages them to be induſtrious, and pays 
him good intereſt for his money. 
In ſhort, theſe poor creatures, 
who were before idle and dirty, and 
ſtarving amidſt theſe fruitful vales, are 
now well fed and well clothed, and 
live in health and plenty; and what is 
more, are brought to an habit of is 
babe and honeſty. .. | 

My eldeſt * who. is * mh 
an- indolent turn, being born to a com- 
petence, was not. inclined to follow any 
profeſſion. But ſeeing me very intent 
upon this project, he ſeems quite happy, 
in encouraging and inſpecting i it, aod- 
even makes it his amulement.; and hob-, 
by-horſe: and inſtead of gambling at 
Vol. 5 H Arthur's 


— 
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Arthur's' or Newmarket, has actually 
ventured two hundred pounds, out of 
his anniual-allowatiee, in the manufac- 

tory. £12 1007 ein ec a 
4 By Waben though J am not 
dazzled with the honour of ſeeing him 
make any figure in parliament; or any 
public civil employment, or elevated 
firuation,—which are often attended 
with continual vexation, envy, or diſ- 
appointment, I have the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing him live ſoberly and virtu- 
ouſly under my on eye, and adding 
to the domeſtic happineſs of my fa- 
mily.— For,“ added Mr. Hamilton, 
& though it may ſeem ndieulouſly ro- 
mantic in this age, I have often 
thought that it conttibuted greatly to 
2 I 30 %e 
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the felicity of the patriarchal or paſto- 
ral ages, that their children grew up 
and ſpent their days in the neighbour- 
hood, if not under the roof, of their pa- 
rents, and were not violently ſeparated 
or rather torn from their embraces by 


Oe 2 4 
ambitious or avaricious purtuits For 


r SIICG131107 11016]. 3 
driven by war or commerce into re- 


* 3 28 20 (31 


mote regions—loſt, and dead to the 
5 endearments and careſſes of their 


friends and their fam ly connections 
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AS 140 8 giving you the hiſtory o of 
BAS. family, continued Eugenius, 
won haye mentioned as one inſtance, 
out of many Wich whom I am ac- 
quainted, of the improyed morality 
of the. times, 15 ſhall accordingly be 
very, minute in my account of their 
oeconomy and manner of life. 

When we met at breakfaſt the next 
morning, I was a little ſurpriſed to ſee 
Mr. Hamilton with a Common Prayer 
Book; and the whole family ſummon- 
ed to attend, * od * in a very 
1 4. 10 ts devout 


© 


devout: manner, Sheen — en. 
The Collect for Grace, The Prayer for all 
Mankind, The General Thankſgiving, and 
concluding with The Lord's Prayer: 
the whole of which, however, took 
up leſs than ten minutes. io 
As, in talking of the ſtats of 50 
on the Continent, I had heard Mr. 
Hamilton expreſs himſelf with great 
freedom on that ſubject, I could not 
forbear taking notice, when we were 
alone together, of what I thought * 
mere tribute to decent appearances. 
Why, ſaid I, you put me in 
mind of Decorum's eldeſt ſon,” as 
Churchill expreſſes it. I am glad to 
ſee a cuſtom revived, which I thought 
was baniſhed mam every genteel family | 
in Eoglang.” | 


1 | 3 | Mr. 
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Mr. Hamiltonveplied, that whatever 
ſpeculative òpiniuns people might em- 
brace, the homage due to our. Creator 
was indiſputably as much a moral duty 
as juſtice or charity: and I would 
not for the world,“ ſaid he, have any 
part of my family think ligtitly of their 
religious obligations, ine + 9442 30 
i would have every man, n continu- 
ed he, * enjoy a freedom of thinking in 
its utmoſt latitude; ant let him indulge 
bimfeif in private, as muckr ab he pleaſes, 
in purſuing theories and erecting ſyſ- 
tems of religion or politics, if he likes · 
it better than eards or backgammon. 
But let him keep hi opinions to him- 
ſelf, or entertain only his moſt intimate 
ttiends with them; and let him not 
diſturb honeſt, harmleſs Chriſtians in 


„ * „ 
3 
89 * 


8 their 
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their pious cohrſes 3 or diſplay his 

genius for 1 at, dat AT propagatęe 

his refined ſpeculations, at the expence 

of his weaker. brethren, and the Peace 

of ſociety. / 

He ; added, Saks b. We abe 
of the, beſt, babe, or at leaſt of the 

greateſt candour and beneyolence, were 

the leaſt troubleſome to others wich 

their religious ſeruples ; and that he 

thought, the Pythaggrean precept, of 

worſhipping according to the ritual 

eſtabliſhed. by law, the! beſt and aeg 

rule-to proceed upon. 117 


As laws preſeribe, your pions VOOR: pay; 
The ſafeſt road to heaven 's the turnpike 
e 7 3 Axonru. 


by Abner A. FewTH Ms! You we Frente ay 
1 PrrhAc. Aur, Carm. 


4 | Mr. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton generally 
allotted an hour for breakfaſt, which 
was in a very elegant ſtyle: after 
which one of the young ladies read 
one, or ſometimes two papers, if the 
ſubject required it, in the Spectator, 
| Guardian, Adventurer, or ſome other 
moral and entertaining writer; by 
which means they had gone over moſt 
of the beſt eſſay writers in the Eng- 
liſh language. Then Miſs Louiſa, the 
| youngeſt, | gave us a Teflon upon the 
harpſichord, accompanied by her own 
and her eldeſt ſiſter's voices : during 
which Miſs Caroline was finiſhing a 
landſcape in water colours, in which 
ſne greatly excelled; as I was convinced 


w her Lee at Mr. Hamilton's 
vn hand "requeſt; 


* * by 
* I 8 <'# 2 1 bc wa 
» * N * * 92 — "9 
89 *, * ” s . "= 
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requeſt, her collection man! ber 577 
folio. 

Te three Miſs Harniltons were 
moſt amiable young women ; but the 
eyes, the complexion; and whole per- 
ſon of the youngeRt; in particular, were 
uncommonly ftriking : and nothing 
but a prior attachment, ſuch as mine 
ro F lora Williams, could have ſecured 
me againſt the united orce of ſo t many 
charms and polite accompliſhments. 


But, indeed, 1 ſhould have thought i 4 


rather a piece of preſumption, i ina per- | 


ſoh of my flender fortune, to have af. 
pited to a lady bred 1057 in ſo ſuperior 


1 


a ſtyle. | 


- 
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Soon after breakfalt, 8 
) Eugenius, Mr, Hamilton, 


ay py er? 44 


— a general w walk to ſome Part of 95 
valley which 1 had 1 not yet ſeen: . but 
Mrs. „Hamilton ſaid ſhe was particu- 
larly engaged that morning to viſit one 
of ber ſchools, as ber daughters were 
che others, "and young Mr. Hamilton 


ſaid he, had ſome buſineſs with Mr. 


ib O94) 


kia, the maſter ** the manufac- 
tory ; and as the younger ſon had left 
ſchool, and was under Mr. Hamilton's 


tuition, preparatory to his going to the 
4 H Duaiverſity, 


E U GE NI US. 135 
Univerſity, Mr. Hamilton had ſet him 
his morning lecture: og that he and 
I-walked/alone.: 0008 90 

As we were paſſing 'by che: None. 
keeper's room, we ſaw a very pretty 
girl (who 1 found was one of the 
houſe-maids, and had lately come into 
the family) that Rächer eyes red witli 
crying, and was talking te Mrs. 
Catchup, | the houſekeeper, and rum- 
maging her pocket, pulling out her 
houſewife? her thimble, and a bit of 
ſeal ing wax roiſearch after another ſix- 
pence, as We leat 
eighteen · pence for a China plate which 
had ippei out of ber, hund, and was 
unluckily⸗ broken Pnie pobr girl; it 
ſeems, had lately cotne from a farm 
ob 6 - houſe, 


£ ed, UIntordte to pay 
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houſe, where that kind of reſtitution 


was rigorouſly exacted. 

The houſekeeper affected to look 
angry; but ſaid, it was not the cuſtom 
in her maſter's family, unleſs it ap- 
peared to be extreme careleſſneſs; yet 
told her ſhe muſt be more cautious for 
the future, or it would not be ſo iner 
pa overs 1; F655 $295 £ 

Wheñ we were e LR 811 2 
cries Mr. Hamilton, * how eaſily might 
we have freed her from her embarraſſ. 
ment, if it had been proper for me 


to interfere in the houſekeeper's pro- 


vince; or, rather, at how cheap a rate 


| might we have purchaſed a luxurious | 
treat |—Eighteen-pence would have 


made us as happy as it would have 
ID done 
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done the poor ee her dine 
ſitnsgian. a 

And indeed.” con — Mr. Ha- 
miles; ho happy, might half the 
warld be, if half the world underſtood 
their own. real intereſt; and practiſed 
the precepts, I. will not 105 of the 
olf pel, but of humanity! 

Kere, sa poor man nil for 
eee eee from his family 
his wife in byſterics—his children (un- 

conſcious of thecauſe)crying for bread. 
And what is the poor man s crime? 


Why, in order to ſupply his family 
with food of ſome kind (which he 


could, not do by his utmoſt endea- 
vours) he has run five pounds, per- 
hap, i in the baker' 8 debt, who throws 

him 
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him into gaol; where he muſt lie, mi- 
ſerable in himſelf and uſeleſs to ſoeiety, 
for want of a ſum which, perhaps, the 
ſquire of his pariſh, or rather his Lady 
and daughters, are ſpendiag in Lon. 
don, in à fingle day; he dining at a 
tavern, with his friends, at a guinea a 
head ; and ths and her cen go. 


Aa 


end 


the fame price. 
Now how equiltte beser debe 
conſciouſneſs” op Which would afford 


them cecifort 2 their Whole lives) 
| Li; 


might 1 this family of Wrongheads have 


head, ane dkeſted dy an hair-dreſſer at 


enjoyed, at the expence of one day ; 


amuſement in the giddy circle of folly 
and i difipation | wh 


24 -q 9115 ent. 
* » 


Why 
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Why I have ſometimes: thought, 
ſaid I, that if the noblemen or gentle- 
men, who inherit the eſtates which 
onee belonged to | the/; monaſteries, 
would but act as thoſe; monaſteries 
did, and could be prevailed upon to 
enter into a voluntary agreement to 
relieve the poor, each in a circle round 
them proportionable to their fortune, 
there would hardly be a family in the 
whole kingdom ſenſible of any re- 

markable diſtreſs. I 
Mr. Hamilton, * 8 
Don't you perceive, Eugenius, 
that what you talk of doing by a 
voluntary agreement, every man poſſeſſed 
of real property is obliged to do by 
the laws of the land; I mean, to make 
| a pro- 
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a proviſion for the poor. But if gen- 
tlemen could be prevailed upon to 
ſupply the ordinary wants and neceſ- 
ſities of human life, without labour, 
to all around them ſo many would 
rely upon the aſſiſtance of others, 
that they would do nothing for them- 
ſelves; and all the common buſineſs 
of life would be at a ſtand. The beſt 
conducted charity ĩs to empley the poor, 
and bring them to an habit of induſtry, 
which will be a conſtant * * * 

9 . . Mr. Ha- 
milton, I am convinced of by expe- 
rience That it is extremely wrong, by 
a capricious act of generoſity or chari- 
ty, to take people from the way of life to 


which 
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which they have been accuſtomed, or 
to inſpire them with notions above 
their ſphere; a ludicrous inſtance” of 
which I'll venture to relate. = 

When I firſt ſettled in this coun- 
try,“ ſaid Mr. Hamilton, as I was 
returning home one very cold evening 
from our little ſea- port, I ſaw a poor 
woman ſitting at the foot of the bridge 
with a baſket of gingerbtead; and, 
upon her importuning me to lay out 
one half-penny with her, I enquired how 
much her whole flock had coſt her. 
* Ah ! God bleſs you, maſter,' ſays ſne, 
© it coſt a great deal of money. If 
J live till next Saturday night, I am 
to pay two-and-twenty-pence for this 
one baſket of gingerbread ; and I have 

ſold 
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ſold but one poor ts eee in 
woeodaysl3::0n Hi ad 911. 

„Here it immediately 1 me, 
how happy I could make this poor 
creature at a ſmall expence. I there- 
fore gave her half a crown for her 
whole arge; * and made my ſervant 
put it into his baſket, and diſtribute it 
occalionally amongſt 0 children. 3 in 
our village.“ Wisgnig 10-3921 a d. 

And what was en of 

your charitable purchaſe ? fad I. 
Why vou ſhall. hear : Abaut 2 
month after, Jr had the curioſity to 
enquire what vas become of my little 
tradeſwoman at the bridge foot: and 
was informed that ſhe had retired from 
buſineſs, had deſerted her uſual tation, 


and 
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and went begging about the coun- 
try. After ſo ſudden and unexpected 
an influx f wealth, it ſeems; ſhe could 
no longer ſubmit to the ſlow returns 
of a regular retail trade, to which ſhe 
had been accuſtomed, and on wh 


* 1 


the had ſublified for ſome years,” od 
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8 we ſaw the ladies at Aa dif- 


.. tance, continwed Eugenivs, go- 
ing 6 to a little hamlet which 
ſeemed but lately erected, I aſked 
Mr. Hamilton, what kind of ſchools 
they were which Mrs. Hamilton men- 
tioned ?—He ſaid, that which his 
daughters were going to viſit, was a 
common dame's ſchool, where the 
children of both ſexes were taught to 
read, till they were able to do ſome 
kind of work ſuitable to their different 
deſtinations—the boys to labour, and 
the 
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the girls to knit or ſpin; which they 
were taught to do at the other 
ſchool, which Mrs. Hamilton was 
gone to inſpect: © where alſo they were 
improved in ſewing and needle-work, | 
and qualified for ſervants, as well as to 
ſpin or knit for Mr. Jackſon. The 
latter ſchool, Mr. Hamilton added, 
ſupported itſelf by the work they per- 
formed; and. the poor woman, who 
taught the children to read, thought 
herſelf well paid by an annual ſtipend, | 
leſs than the wages of an additional 

footman would be to Mrs. Hamilton. 
0 But Mrs. Hamilton,” added he, e in 
her morning walk, will viſit a poor lick 
woman or two, who want ſome little 


aHſtance : . though ſhe never ventures 


TI 
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to . any * Oe a "_ 
mint-water, .or the like, but agrees 
with Doctor Daffy, - for a {mall Ki- 


pend, to keep che poor people in re- 


pair; which he does the more reaſon- 
ably, as he is convinced that I know, 


as well as h he dees, how few drugs are 


neceſſary, for ſtrong country conſtitu- 
tions.” 1 15 

31. 1 Was fatisfied with Mr. Hani 
tor 8 account of the manufactory, 
and as he himſelf took. no further Plea- 
ſure in it, than as at an uſeful inſtitution— 


| inſtead of following the ladies down to 


the hamlet, which Was. chiefly inha- 
bited by weavers, ſpinſters, and knit- 


ters, Mr. Hamilton took f me to one or 
] 46747 IBN 


two points of view on the oppoſite 
1 ſide 


1 2 
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fide of the hills; where the South 
Rocks (his houſe) made a very pic- 
tureſque object; een in ſotne 


T 7} '* # 


meaſure, Milton's idea EI AV: 


7 71 
Towers oy "Bw MA it ſos,” 


Boſom'd high i in tand trees. 
4: Th 
Milton” s: conjecture, - at leaſt, in, the 


following | lines, was Rrongly, con- 
firmed ; 


' 


Where perhaps ſome 7 lies, 
| The eynoſure of neighbouring eyes. 


I was ſtruck with the proſpect of 
another tolerable houſe, at about a mile 
diſtance,” on a riſing ground a little 
above the river, with a court before 
it, and ſhaded by à fine back ground 
| of lofty elms; but did not recollect, 
till 
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till Mr. Hamilton told me, chat it was 

admiral Bembo's —_— as they 

called him. * ub 
Mr. Hamilton ee it was 


a pretty place of the kind; and ſaid, 


moreover, that as the admiral's wife 


was ſuppoſed to be in a decline, and 
he himſelf was ſo often confined with 


the gout, and had no children, if 
Mrs. Bombketch ſhould die, the farm 
would moſt probably be ſold; as the 
_ admiral had ſettled there chiefly on his 

wife's ACCOunts + 
As, upon intelligence of chip kind, 
one's thoughts turm naturally upon 
| ourſelves, and. examine. how that might 
ſuit us, which another wants to part 
with; it inſtantjy occurred to me, that 
if 
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if a certain event ſhould take place, 
which I had begun to think ſeriouſly 
of, I ſhould be very happy to meet 
with ſuch a purchaſe. I therefore 
begged Mr. Hamilton, if what he con- 
jectured ſhould come to paſs, he would 
inform me of it; which he politely 
aſſured me would give him the greateſt 
pleaſure, as he ſhould be extremely 

happy in ſuch a neighbour. 

on our return from our walk, Mr. 
Hamilton aſked his ſon George, if he 
had made himſelf maſter of what he 
had ſet him?—then ſtroking the youth's 
head in an affectionate manner, bad * 
him take his gun, or amuſe himſe}- 
as he liked beſt, for an hour before 

dinner. 
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| You and your pupil, ſaid I, ſeem 
to be mutually pleaſed with each 
other; and I dare ſay you are as 
happy in communicating, as he is in 
receiving, your inſtructions and aſſiſt- 
ance. 
Delightful taſk ! (cried I) to rear the infant 
thought, 
To teach the young idea how to t, 
And pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the 
mind. 
* Thompſon,” cries Mr. Hamilton, 
had better have ſaid, | 
To teach the young Adonis how to Hot, 
or any thing, rather than idea how 
to ſhoot.” I have hardly ſeen a trea- 


tiſe on education theſe twenty years,” 
continued 
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continued he, © which does not quote 
thoſe lines with approbation : and yet, 
if an idea is only the image or repre- 
ſentation of ſome one object, with 
preciſion, to the mind; the teaching it 
to ſhoot or extend its branches beyond 
the thing it was deſigned to repreſent, 
is ſurely abſurd and palpable nonſenſe; 
Thomſon's intention, however, in theſe 
lines, is amiable, and his meaning ob- 
vious. 5 


It was near dinner time when the 


young ladies came home, who were 
ſurpriſed to find that Mrs, Hamilton 
was not returned before-them ; as they 
had taken a longer walk than they in- 
tended, Miſs Louifa, however, told 
us that ſhe had engaged her fairy at- 
„ tendants 
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tendants for to-morrow ; which I con- 
ſidered as ſome joke which I was not 


to underſtand. | „ 2.1 

As their uſual time of dining was 
now paſt near half an hour, and Mrs. 
Hamilton not yet arrived, we began 
to be a little alarmed; and Mr. Ha- 
milton was going to diſpatch a ſervant 
to enquire after her, when ſhe appeared 
at the door, attended by one of Mr. 
Jackſon's workmen, She threw her- 
ſelf into an arm- chair, greatly fa- 
tigued; and upon Mr. Hamilton's aſk- 
ing her, with ſurpriſe. and:concern, why 
ſhe looked ſo pale, and where ſhe had 
been? Oh! Mr. Hamilton,” cried 
ſhe, © * not be angry: but notwith- 
fanding our cruel reſolution, I haye 
been 
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been viſiting poor Fanny Davis; and 
have beheld ſuch a ſcene That vile 
wretch, governor Howel's butler, has 
added murder to his other villanies; 
and J hope he will never return from 
tranſportation, unleſs it is to be hang- 
ed. There is poor Fanny's mother, 
and herſelf and child, almoſt ſtarved to 
death: the mother is paſt recovery z 
but Doctor Daffy's journeyman, whom 
1 ſent for, will try what can be done.“ 
= Well, my dear,“ ſays Mr. Hamil- 
ton, you are too much fatigued al- 
reatly; and dinner hs waited: for ſome 
time; we will therefore i defer your 
melancholy nartative tile; we have 
„dined ifm 15d to iq di AHN , lip 
Mrs. Hamilton then ſaid ſne would 


I 3 go 
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go and diſpatch Mr. Jackſon's man, 

as he was to carry ſome broth and 
other proviſions to Fanny Davis, —And 
while ſhe was out of the room, Mr. 
Hamilton told me, continued. Euge- 
-naus, that Fanny Davis had been Mrs. 
Hamilton's own maid— That ſhe was 
horn in that neighbourhood, ' where 
her) father had rented a ſmall. farm; 
andy baving only that daughter, had 
got her to be an half boarder at 
Shrewſbury ſchool : but he being af. 
terwards iteduged,: Fanny had got a 
genteel ſervice,in London, where Mrs. 
Hamilton firſt met with her That ſhe 
Was always a modeſt, well-diſpoſed 
girl; Till, in ſpite. of her miſtreſs's 
e 46 ſhe had kept company with 

| Mr, 
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| Mr. Howel's butler, who had ſe- 
duced her by a ſham marriage; hay- 
ing before married two other women, 
for which he was tranſported, 

„We were ſo angry with her,“ con- 
tinued Mr. Hamilton, that we not 
only turned her away, but Mrs. Ha- 

milton thought it proper to forbid her 
the houſe; and I have heard nothing 

of her for this twelvemonth. But I 

ſuppoſe ſhe has lived with her mother 

at the little hamlet on the ſide of the 
hill, called the Hawthorns, which you 

ſee juſt above the ſea-port, whither I 
ſuppoſe Mrs. Hamilton has walked ; 
no wonder, therefore, that we is ſo 


greatly fatigued. ” 
As ſoon as we had dined, Mr. Ha- 
I 4 . milton 
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milton deſired to hear the particulars 


of Fanny Davis's diſtreſs ; which Mrs. 
Hamilton, being full of * lubjec, 
was impatient to relate, 

The miſtreſs of the ſpinning 
| houſe,” ſaid Mrs. Hamilton, had 
* me how very bad Fanny's mother 

as; and that it was ſuppoſed Fanny 
wy ſpear all her wages to ſupport her, 
and was herſelf now very much diſ- 
treſſed: and ſhe added, that it would 
be an act of great charity in me to ſend 
her ſome relief, though ſhe certainly 
had been guilty of much indiſcretion. 
vas: ſo affected with the wo- 
man's account,” continued Mrs. Ha- 
milton, ©* that I immediately ſet out, 
attended by one of Mr. Jackſon's men, 
2 8 and 
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and walked, or rather ran, to the 
Hawthorns. | 

When I entered the houſe,” con- 
tinued ſhe, © I ſaw the mother half 
raiſed in the bed, and poor Fanny ſup- 
porting her with one hand, and with 
the other feeding her with ſome bread 
and water boiled together; while her 
own child was lying in her lap, and 
ſucking a cruſt of bread to keep it 
from crying ;—herſelf quite emaciated, 

with her hair diſhevelled, and every 


thing expreſſive of the utmoſt r 
and diſtreſs. 5 i 

At the light of me (oh! I cannot 
bear to think that one frail creature 
ſhould ſtand in ſuch awe of another!) 


poor F LG hugging her infant in her 


boſom, 
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boſom, threw herſelf on her knees at 


my feet; and ſeizing one of my hands, 
and bathing it with her tears, begged 
me to forgive her, and then ſhe ſhould 
die in peace. | 
I raiſed her from the Oe? and 
told her I was not come to chide, but 
to aſſiſt her; and made her return to 


the care of her mother. 


el found the poor woman ſo weak, 
that, at the ſight of me, ſhe had ac- 
tually fainted away. Me raiſed her 
up, and applied my ſmelling bottle to 
her noſtrils, which ſoon revived her. 
J deſired her to make herſelf eaſy; that 
J was come to aſſiſt them, and was 
ſorry I had not known before that ſhe 
had been ſo ill. 


I] imme- 
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„I immediately ſent Mr. Jackſon's 
man to Dr, Daffy's, and bade him 
bring ſome cordial medicine, or rather 
ſome white wine, and a loaf of white 
bread, and whatever elſe he could ex- 
peditiouſly procure, 
- * I waited near an hour before Dat- 
fy's jou neyman came; 'who brought 
an ana eptic electuary, as he called it, 
and a pint of white wine, as I deſired 
him ; of which, with a ſlice of bread 
toaſted, I gave her a glaſs, in pre- 
ference to the doctor's analeptic or 
reſtorative medicine: but he pro- 
nounced her almoſt beyond the reach 
either of food or of phyſic. 
Poor Fanny had a book lying by 
her, which I found to be Mrs, Cha- 
8 pone's 
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pone's Miſcellanies, which I had given 
her; and the poor creature had been 
reading the ſtory of Fidelia. But 
God knows whether the might not 
have been tempted to imitate Fidelia 
in her deſperate reſolution of deſtroy« 
ing herſelf, rather than in hier repent- 
ance, if J had not been providentially 
made acquainted with her diſtreſs, and 
gone to her relief“. 


A ſcene of this kind diſcovered lately to 
the benevolent Mr. B. and that ſoul of ſen - 
Ability Mrs. H. M—re, the ingenious and 
virtuous Briſtol milk-woman; whom they 
have nobly relieved, and placed above want, 
dy the afliſtance of Lady B—, Mrs. M-t-gue, 
and other friends; and have. left her in a 


ſituation 
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- We dined to-day, continued Euge- 
nius, in the print-room, in the preſence 
of all the heroes, philoſophers, and 
| poets of almoſt every age and nation. 
Mrs. Hamilton obſerved, that Mr. 
Hamilton gave her leave to vary her 
dining-room according to her .own 


fituation to court the muſes at her leiſure. 
But as ** Apollo himſelf does not always 
firing his bow,” —and as verſe, in this taſte- 
leſs age, is not always a marketable commo- 
dity,—it would not be amiſs, if Mrs. Yearſly 
had two ſtrings to her bow, and (I ſpeak it 
ſeriouſly) were inſtruſted to make cheeſe- 
cakes and cuſtards with her milk, as well as 
to make verſes; in which caſe, any produc- 
tions of her muſe, which lay upon her hands, 
might be uſefully employed in protecting the 
more lucrative productions of her oven- 


fancy 
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fancy or her convenience.— For 


though, added ſhe, the falon with 


the bow- window is the room in which 
we generally live, I make it a rule 
never to go there in bad weather, when 
no proſpect can pleaſe : and moſt of 
the 'winter months we live in our 
back parlour, where our landſcapes 
afford us artificial proſpects. I have 
brought you hither to-day only be- 
cauſe this room is new to you. EE 

Op Theſe trilling changes,” ſays ſhe, 

« would contribute very little to our 
happineſs, if we were not happy i in our 
own minds: but to thoſe who are ſo, 
very trifling matters ſerve for amuſe- 
ment.. I felt the truth of this obſer- 
vation: for though nothing could be 


more 


E U GENIUS. 183 
more polite or attentive than the whole 
family were to oblige me, I was in- 
ſenſible almoſt to their civilities; and 
my thoughts were conſtantly roving to 
the other extremity of the Golden 
Vale, which poſſeſſed the only object 
that at preſent could have afforded me | 
pleaſure or amuſement. = 
The reader will recollect, that it 
was Eugenius who was giving me this 
long and minute narrative, at the 
Devil Tavern; and as it might na- 
turally be ſuppoſed that, before this 
time, we-had finiſhed our bottle, the 
waiter ruſhed into the room without 
ceremony, with his Ge*men, do you 
call ?? This reminded us to conſult 


our watches; and finding it was near 
| ſix 
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ſix o'clock, we parted for the preſent; 


but reſolved to meet again, in the 
evening, at the Somerſet Coffee-houſe, 


and eat a lobſter together in a private 


room, and fnith our narration. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


